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lets mae 


News 


Violence as a national pastime 
Betty Pilkington’s UN commentary 
‘Saved’: How far can you go? 
More missiles — The War Game 


9&12 


ROADSIDE FAMILIES 


IN THIS WEEK’S ISSUE 
Greek political prisoners 
Independent candidates for peace 


6&7 
5 
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Letters 


DEMAND RIGHTS 


Rod Prince writes: 


i hardly sounds possible, but it is a fact 
Hat in this country there are families 


> piu . 
Ving in caravans, who through no fault 


peeneir own are haying to camp beside 
thew main road - a position so bad that 
tn would prefer to go back to a site 
“05e to a refuse tip. 

his is happening in Orpington, Kent, 
Part of the Landon Borough of Bromley. 
Ua Tuesday, November 23, police and 
‘tomley Counci! employees towed some 
“) caravans from a field adjoining the 
ag Lane refuse tip, and took them to 
he Orpington bypass. Suminonses were 
ian served on them for being gipsies 
as encamping on the highway; 22 meu 
yt in Bromley Magistrates’ Court 
| °0 Monday, and were fined £t each, with 
s.Warning of further prosecutions if they 
SQ nol move. 


iy 

ae Orpington bypass is a three-lane 
pe Che caravans are parked on the 
then, verge, wilh little room between 
Das hand the husy road. ‘The drivers of 
Nown” cars make no effort to slow 
| ami the noise is terrible, and the 
‘ ae live in canstant fear of accidents 
owes as possihie, they have used their 
bety fars and lorries to make a slield 
Athere so the roud and the caravans, but 
P will As still a danger that crashing cars 
| Alrecome off the road on to the verge 
rn Ady, last Saturday night, a dog was 

: Over; it could have been a child. 
fmitics no water near the road, and the 
Earape. have to go in search of it, at 
rorees for instance. Nor, of course, is 
ie 4 Sanitauion, The grass verge is rapid- 
Mirra e into mud, and the ground 
UnLid yee the caravans is naturally 
1h Vhen J went to the site last 
he -e 1 was most strongly struck by 
ide fe between this untidiness out- 
i dition 1, caravans and the spotless con- 
N of the interiors of the caravans | 


a 


Ww ‘ i } 
with Which were furnished and decorated 
reat care. Passing motorists, of 


8 
ag ONS as the fainilies have na fixed 
hay they calnot pet work; they do 
in Ban eine and other agricultural jobs 
1 Old ¢ “umer, and in winter they break up 
’ the arg. This adds to the untidy look of 
famp, and thus to the prejudice 
them among “respectable” 
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taygarissed a hospital appointment be. 
tain} uf the upheaval 
fyjoter had been going round local 
red she was 
Produe several jobs, provided she could 
ace a more reliable address than 
yet Talon Bypass.” 
-ay '¥One 1 met was concerned most of 
sali, OF the children, Men and women 
i} Lowy Said they would be ready to setile 
oe 5 ona fixed site, pay rent, abandon 
i ar-breaking business and get steady 


jobs. They were sick of the itinerant life 
themselves, but most of all, they wanted 
something better for the children. Same 
of the caravan dwellers could not read or 
write; most of them had a shaky know- 
ledge of the details of the law, and of 
which authority was which, but they had 
an unshakable grasp of the rights and 
wrongs of the case, and of how they 
stood in * respectable ” society's eyes. 

To society, they are outcasts, and a 
nuisance. This is what they are deter 
mined to fight. At a meeting on Wednes- 
day of last week, a statement was read 
to the press which demanded the right 
to be treated as citizens of the Borough 
of Bromley. 1 repeated their willingness 
to pay rates and taxes, and pointed out 
that the families belonged to the area; 
most of them had been born there. The 
staternent went on to press fer the right 
to return to the Star Lane site. 

How did this sittation come about? For 
several years, the families lived in 
Corke’s Meadow, St Pail’s Cray. Five or 
six years ago, they were evicted because 
the site was to be develaped (although 
Luilding there is only now going to start 
next March). They were moved from 
place to place after that, and never 
allowed to setUle dawn. The late Nornian 
Dodds, MP, tried unsuccessfully to get 
them a fixed site, but ne antharity wag 
prepared to help. Eventually, this 
summer, they made their way back to 
Saxville Road, Corke’s Meadow. When 


they were evicted from there two weeks 
ago, they went to the Star Lane site front 
which they were evicted last week. 


it is hardly surprising that they are tired 
of the itinerant life, when that life can- 
sists of being constantly moved on from 
one unsuitable site to another, wilh the 
respunsible authorities only taking notice 
of them for Ueir nuisance value, and 
treating them not as peaple in need of 
help, but as eriminals. As ane man said: 
“It's easy to stay on the right side af the 
law when its your jab, and you're pald 
to do right.” 

Fortunately, a few people have come 1a 
their help, including some Broniey 
councillors ;and a renewed effort is being 
made to persuade Hromley Council to 
accent iis responsibilities towards the 
fanulies, and pravide them with decent 
jiving conditions, The Bromley orough 
Engineer has insisted that they shall not 
be allowed to return to Star Lane as long 
as tipping continues there, and no other 
saintion has yet heen propused; but i is 
clear that something must be doae. These 
families cannot tantinue fo be nan- 
citizens. 

Why ia this important? Why is it worth 
putting au the frant page of a paper 
called Heace News, when there da war 
raging in Vietnam, there ia the pos- 
sibility of war in. Rhodesia, and the 
wurld is otherwise full of hig dangerous 
problems? 

Firstly, because euch an obvious infuatics 


Sa as 


Not much reom for the children. 
Orpington bypass, with euravans by 
the roadside. (Photo: Kentish 


Tires.) 


should nat be allowed fa paas wuchal- 
lenged, 

Secondly, becsuse the intolerance and 
indifference which has brought 25 
{anilies into these desperate comlitions 
is the same enemy whielr makes if 86 
dificult for us te ay the war in Viet 
nam or anywhere else. We insist on 
looking at problems in administrative af 
political terma, and not in human lores: 
aa the war in Vietnam continues becaike 
ithe political and power-baged abjecians 
io a settlement outweigh Ure horrur Gt 
the fighting, and ia Hhadesta We cana 
work aut a way of acting for the 
oppressed majority without raising the 
risk of war. 

Thirdly, because thig case te a cleat 
instance of the general (ruth that abr 
representative instiahions cannat be te 
lied an ia serve people's Interests If ted 
lo themselves; i oftes requires the 
united pressure of people euffering hard: 
stip and disintarsated allies to gel gome- 
thing dona. 4 

‘Te Borough of Bromley, like prachcally 
every other community in the pountry, 
has » houslig and welfare problem. This 


continued on page 4 
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POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Great Urttain: 3 months 138, €@ montha 36s, 
1 year 56s. 


Abroad (seamail) 3 months 12s 6 months 24s, 
1 year 468, Add 30s pa. for pamphlets, 


AIRMAIL EDITION 


North Africa and Middle East’ 3 months 138 84, 
@ months 27s 6d, 1 year 52s. 


India, Africa and South East Asia: § months 
168, 6 morths 32s, 1 year 60s. 


Australia, New Zealand and Far East: $ months 
185, 6 months 465, 1 year 688. 


North America: $10 a year to Peace News, c/o 
AFSC, 160 North 15th St, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Peace News 5 Caledontan Rd London N1 


Records for Christmas 


Send a stamped aldressed envelope for 
Jlousmans’ new list of fotk records 


Joan Baez, Woody Guthrie, 
Sainte-Marie, lan Campbell, 
Redyzrave ete 


5 Caledonian Road, London N.1. 


Bulfy 
Vanessa 


new films from 


CONCORD 


THE BERKELEY REBELS 

50 mins £3 
The CHS television production shown recently 
on BUC 2 Goes quite deeply Into the reasons 
for tho student revolt at the enormous Univer- 
sity of California, und shows how the teaching 
is becoming over-mechanised. Discussions, 
Sr OST BONS, arguinents, classes and inter- 
views, 


DECISION IN THE STREETS 
35 mins £1 56 


Harvey Richards’ fitm of the Berkeley demon- 
slralions, what led up to them, their setting, 
and what they have achieved, The students are 
calling for moral standards in a cynical world. 


A DREAM DEFERRED 
25 mins £1 


What {a it like to be a negro in the Southern 
slates? Poverty, unemployment, repression - a 
record with a clear commentary of the present 
conditions, and the urgent need for change. 


GAMBLING FEVER 
30 mins £1 108 


A serious examination of why people gamble, 
shown In the This Week serics. 


PANADE 
10 ming £2 2s 


Derek Hill's clever film examines various types 
of authority - police, judges, the army etc, 
displaying themselves on parade, intercut with 
thelr less glamorous functions. Picture and 
sound combine to give food for thought. Dis- 


tributed by arrangement with Connoisseur 
Films Ltd, 
JAMAICA 

30 mins £1 108 


An examination of how the immigration into 
Britain of West Indlans helps the economy of 
Jamaica, und tts effect on tndividuals too. 


IT’S ABOUT THIS CARPENTER 

14 mins £1 
A eed ta a in New York delivers a cross to a 
church. Heactlons to him vary; some peaple 
find the sight humorous, some are antagonistic, 
and some ignore him. WII stimulate discussion 
On man’s relationship to Christ, and has strong 
yt t A for the church. Shown at 164 
Edinburgn Fostival. 


far hire and further lists apply 
Concord Films Council 
Nacton, Ipswich, Suffolk 


CHRISTIAN ACTION 
Church House, Westmintater 
Monday December 13 7 pm 


Diana Collins will report on her 
visit to South Africa 


Admission by ticket only (price ls 64) 
nh advance from: The Secretary, 

fistilan Action, 2 Amen Court, Lon- 
don F.C. 4. (CITy 6869). 


Classified 


Discounts fer 
Cash with order (set 


Terms: r word, min. 4s. 
series. Box No. 1s extra. 
stamps please). Adverts to reach 5 Caledonian 
Hd., London, N.1 by first post Monday. Bex 
No. replies to same address. Displayed asdvert- 


iseraents rates on application. 


Coming events 


“ GOLD, FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRII." Reflec- 
tions for Advent. Readingy and music by a 
Quaker group. Friends House, Euston Road, 
N.W.1. Sunday 5 December at 6.30 pm. 


RAS YOUR GROUP had a speaker from the 
pacifist Fellowship Party? 156 Days Lane, 
Sidcup, Kent. 


VIETNAM AND LABOUR’S * EAST OF SUEZ” 
POLICY. Conference on Sunday December 5 
(10.30 am to 5 pm) Fenner Lrockway, Hugh 
Jenkins MP, Bob Edwards MP, John Mendelson 
MP, John Gittings, John Eber. 2s 6d per 
delegate/individual. Further details from Move- 
ment for Colonial Freedom, 374 Grays Inn Road, 
London W.C,1. 


shh ER casa eee 


Diary 


As this is a free service we reserve the right te 
select from notices sent in. To make the service 
as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not tater than fret 
post Munday (Friday preferred). 


2 Include date, town, place ¢hall, street), 
nature of event, speakers, organisers (and 
secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified er 
displayed advertisement, 


Hemeinber to order copies of Poace News for 
your advertised meeting: bale or Return From: 
Circulation Dept., 5 Caledonian Rd, N.1. 


3 December, Friday 


BRISTOL. 7 pm. Flat 5, 16 Royal York Cres. 
Will Parkin: ‘ Fundamentals."" PPU, 


LONDON W.C.2. 6 pm. French Church, Leicester 
Pl. Mass for world peace followed, at Friends 
Neeting House, 62 St Martins Lane, by refresh- 
ments, talk (Mr P. Benenson on ‘' The Legal 
Rights of Conscientious Objection’) and dis- 
cussion. Pax. 


4 December, Saturday 


BRIDGWATER, Somerset. 3 pm. Friends Meeting 
House. PPU Christmas ‘‘ Bring & Buy ’’ sale. 


HARPENDEN, 10 am, 11 Milton Koad. YCND 
poster parade. 


LONDON W.1. 3 p.m. Weigh House Church IJiall, 
Binney St (opp Selfridges). Social and Bring 
and Buy Sale, proceeds to War on Want, Peace 
News and PPU. Antony Hates reading hia own 
play. Order of the Great Companions. 


LONDON W.C,2. 3.30-7 pm. Westminster Fricnds 
Mtg House, 52 St Martins Lano. Prisoners of 
Consclence Reunion and Social, adm hy free 
ticket from PPU, 6 Endslelgh St, W.C.1. 


MANCHESTER, 2-4.30 pm. Onward Hall. Deanas- 
ate. Conference: ‘‘ Pacifism and Politics,’ 
Epeaker A. Leaper. Fellowship Party. 


MANCHESTER. 2.30 pm. Chorlton Town Hall. 
CND Christmas Fair. 


5 December, Sunday 


LONDON S.W.3, 2-3 pm. Downing St. Vietnam 
zppeal to tho Prime Minister. 


Every week 


Friday 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.45 pm. Tho 6alutation, Snow 
Hill. Jazz - all profits te CND. 


BRIGHTON. 1 pm. Friends Mecting House, Shi 
8t Picnic lunch and discussion. Tea provided, 
bring own food. In ald of Friends relief work 
overseas, 


LONDON W.C.1. 7 pm. 6 Endsteigh Street. Local 
eared distribution and return for refreshments. 


Saturday 


BIRMINGHAM, 2.30-5.30 pm. Opposite Gaumont 
Cinema, Steelhouse Lane. Peace News, Freedom 
and Resistance selling. Contact Gardon Causer, 
27 Upper Gungate, Tamworth (phone 4562), 
Stas. Anarchist group. 


CARDIFF. 2-6 pm. Outside British Home Btores. 
Peace News, Freedom end Resistance galling. 
Committee of 100 and Anarchiat group. 


CROYDON, 11 am to ¢@ pm, Trinity B&ehool, 
North End. Peace News and Sanity spelling. 
POLlarda 1048. CND and YCND. 


LEICESTER. 10 am. Gaumont Cinema, Market 
Fiace. Peace News selling, contact L. Cooper, 
30 Knighten Church Road. 


Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. Epm. White Lion, Horse Yair 
Partisan Folk Club - al} pradts to CND. 


Personal 


POSTERS PRINTED by Housmans, quickly and 
cheaply. 50 size 20° x 15” 5% 6d post free. 
Quotations on request, five-day service. 5& 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N.1. 


(TER 4473). 


WHEN IN A CO-OP SHOP, quote 1.836943, and 
your purchases will pay a dividend to the Peace 
News Fund. Put this number in your diary. 


YOUNG WEST INDIAN would like to meet 
woman In late 30s with view to marriage. Box 
11. 


Publications 


CONTACT - a South African Hberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apart- 
heid and colonialism. 6 months 88 $d, 12 months 
17s, Hox 1979, Cape Town, S.A. 


6 December, Monday 


IWTARPENDEN. 8 pm. Large Public Hall. Concert 
by Steven Savage in atd of Vietnam Appeal, 
adm 10s from 6 Milton Rd. All day in Small 
pele Hall, Art and Handicraft exhibition and 
sale. 


LONDON 8.W.3. 7.30 pm, 93 Oakley St. Applica- 
tion of creative Listening to teaching - Dr 
Rachel Pinney, 


LONDON W.C.1, 730 pm. 6 Endsleigh St. London 
Opinton, monthly forum on current problems, 
erises, new ideas, theories, all welcome. Con- 
sullative Cttee of Peace Orgs. 


7 December, Tuesday 


CROYDON, 230 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Park Lane. Mrs 8S. Sirmmonds on ‘A visit to 
Swaziland.’ WILPF. 


LONDON W.C.1. 7.30 pm. 6 Endsleigh St. Inter- 
national Sub-cttee of C.100 eee on the 
India-Pakistan conflict and Kashmir. 


8 December, Wednesday 


EXMOUTH. 7.30 pm. Room 6, Church Hall. CND 
meeting. 


HARPENDEN. 8 pm. Small Public Hall, Film: 
“A messaze from Vietnam."’ Speakers on 
Vietnam: Ivor Montague, George Clark and 
David Boulton. CND. 


9 December, Thursday 


WEMEL HEMPSTEAD. 8 pm. Chaulden Nall, 
Long Chaulden. CND social evening - folk 
singers, records, films, refreshments, adm 1s 6d. 


LONDON E.3, 8.30 pm. Kingsley Hall, Powis 
Road, Bow (Bromley tube). Public lecture on 
Drama: David Mercer - A Suitable Case for 
Drama."’ Adm 5s. 


LONDON E.31. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
rik Road. Miss Bence: ‘' Visit to Russia,” 


LONDON §.W.1. 7.30 pm, House of Commons 
{room hooked in name of Frank Allaun). 
Labour Peace Fellowship mtg: George Thomson 
MP on Labour’s forcign policy. 


LONDON W.C.1. 7.30 pm. 6 Endsleigh St. Meet- 
ing fs discuss setting up a Factory for Peace in 
ondon. 


LONDON 8.£.17. 1i_am. East St Market Place, 
Elephant & Castle. Open-air meeting: ‘' Stop the 
par tn Vietnam.’ Ex-service Movement for 
Peace. 


LONDON W.1. 4 pm. Speakers Corner, Marble 
arch. Open-air meeting: ‘Stop the war in 
Vietnam.'' Ex-Service Movement for Peace. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Quayside. 11 am te 


} pm HWookstall. Helpers phone Newcastle 
812007 
Monday 


LONDON W.C.l. 7 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. 
Topical digcussion and argument. PPU. 


Wednesday 


BIRMINGHAM 19. 2-10 pm. CND effice, Factory 
Road, Kegtonal campaign clerical work, plant 
avallable - all comera welcome, Phone NON 2447. 


LONDON N.}. 6&9 pm. 5 Caledentan Road, Kings 
Cross. Peace News packing - volunteers wel- 
como. 


Thursday 


KRULL. 8 pm. Bluebell Inn, Lowgate. The Free- 
dom Foik = blues and loefi-wing folk and songs 
of protest club. 


WATFORD, 7.45 


m, Hertfordshire Asmp, &t 
Albana Rd, Folk ¥CND. 


lub, adm 3s 6d. 


7 
“ DAY BY DAY” for lively pacifist comme, 
on important international and nationa me 


Current issue Nd post free. 141 Woolsco 
Road, S.E.3. 


ie 
“ ‘ hi paty 
FREE LITERATURE about the Fellows 
obtainable: 156 Days lane, Sidcup, ‘enk. 


al 
LIBERTE, the French pacifist monthly. on : 
year post free from Housmana Booksnurs 
Caledonian Road, London N.1. 


Accommodation vacant 


SMALL FURNISHED FLAT over health 
store. Vegetarian only. Three minutes pial 
bus, Blackheath village. LEE Green 081]. 


{oo 


\ 


( 
i} 
working at WRI Enfield. Reasonable cost pn} \ 
proximity to Fnfleld essential, Ring Zucnt, 


Accommodation wanted 


if} 
ROOM NEEDED FOR PACIFIST from Germé 


10 December, Friday 


rt) 

NULL. 7.45 p.m. Bevin House, Farmery eat 

George St. ‘End the War in Vietnam Rev W. 
BET 


ing. Speakers: Konni Zillacus MP, Be 
Ee CND and Peace In Vietnam Cttee 
11 December, Saturdayy 
EXETER. 3 pm. Princesshay. Open air mee! 
YCND. e 
EXMOUTH, 10.30 am, London House, NeW yf] r 
Christmas coffee morning and bring ane 

saie. CND. al , 
HARPENDEN. 8 pm. Plumbers Loft. Folk 4 During 7 


cert with Tony McCarthy, Mick Softly. Bi ithe ; 
Roger, Mac and Maddie and others, CND. Within iy 
HF Malaec: 
HATFIELD. 3 pm. Market Place. yenp # Malaysia, 
questionnalre. Bee Coun 
, ave str 
LONDON W.C.1, 2.15 pm. Engineering LO*ay i ny 
Theatre, University College, Gower St. Hull Megal re 
symposium for coun eclsae on the‘ Rah | Pped 
of Co-operation.” ICY, Ou 
nell 
Nelson 


{ 
12 December, Sunday , ‘elescope 
0 
EWELL. 3 pm. #4 Park Avenue East. Dog! What he 
Ring's slides of Iccland, and area busin teem 
pp ss the ed { 
U 
LONDON $.W.1. 2-3 pm. Downing st. Viel™®)Btess an 
appeat to the Prime Minister. 


LONDON W.1, 3,30 pm, Weigh House ChM i 
Hall, Binney St (opp Selfridges). Swaml aut ie cola) 


tananda: ‘The Vedantic Way of Lite,”? 0¥ merged 
| yibpeals 
13 December, Monday | “ere ask 


Wt Whic 
LONDON S.W.1. 7 pm. Church House, we Sti 0 
minster. Diana Collins reports on her Wiig — we 
South Africa. Adm Js 6d from Christian AC™ | Koy seve 
2 Amen Court, London E.C.4, (CiTy 6369). ‘ahi 


' fi 4 P Con 
LONDON 8§.W.3. 7.30 pm. 93 Oakley She (on ¢ 
Rachel Pinney: the application of ere Casonah 
listening to the home 


16 December, Thursday, 
5 e1, LF Ing Holt 

Buen Koad. Oné youth's view of pacl6l™ Ils ar 
PPU, 


24-26 December, Fri-SU" liste 


. th 
LEEDS. City Square. YCND Christmas vill ft | 
fast. All. welcome, accommodation apy vetpite 
Enquiries: 6 Hollyshaw Grove, Jaeds 15, 4 Or d, A 
anged 
hehe 
Wi 
Mushy Ly 
{rofesses 
‘ued V 
of fe Mist 
Peace News urgently needs Muy’ *l sur 
1” Stuatio 


voluntary helpers - especially 4 
despatch work Wednesday ©) evs a 
nings and all day Thursday #4 {tap on 
every day for Christmas C™ qi} 


packing. Help with expense © gard | 


needed. | “thie 
5 Caledonian Road, N.1. TER 4473 We're 
‘People; 
BY 
"4 
Peace — How? ae 
i nae 
When ? f) \ctber 
Olive Gibbs (CND), Ron uzzard (LE" gether 
Max Parker (Fok), Lard Soper (CSBP | 
Chairman: Anne Kerr te 
& pm Wednesday & Deceniher tej 2 


House of Commons 


Tickets free (sae please) from 
Christian Socialist Movement 


get Peace News to 


every Friday piace an orde wi fon 
. 
your newsagent | one 
| “Blac 


ied 
rly pacifist commen=s 
ul and natonal nee 
free, 141 Woolacd 


} 
it the Fellowship par 
ye, Sidcup, Kent. 


a) 
acifist. monthly. 1 
ousmans Bookshop. 5 
NLL. 


1 vacant F 


AT over health ben 
irea minules sragion & 
LEE Green 5811. 


» wanted 


NFIST from Germit) 
Reasonable cost Ar) 
ial Ring Zucht & 


Friday — 
jouse, Farmery p) 
in Vietnam — © 
Itacus MP, hoy 
n Vietnam Cttee. 


Saturday 


y. Open air wnecill 


| 2 
§ 
don House, New| lr 
and bring and a 


fl T,,.: 
bers Loft. Folk a puting the last Inglorious hour of one of 
Me neat wi most unreal Security Council debates 
Pron ye Mn memory, Ambassador Ramani of 

Place. YCND vllaysia, weighing the war of words in 


‘ 


U 
ib 


ut va Council against the real and mount- 

Engineering Leet! ae struggle in Salisbury between an 
» Gower St. Mat tg teal regime and more than four million 
‘ists on the ‘4pped Africans, suggested that the 
Punci] appeared to “ affect the pose of 


taj wii On his battleship putting his 
Sunday ; telescope to his blind eye.” 


wnue East. PA) What he i : . P 

antl © was saying was that the Council 
and area bu remed to have refused to look hard at 
are OMe issue. A rebellion was in pro 
Pala and untold numbers of Africans 
ag certain to suffer; what was needed 
48 an arsenal of stiff measures assuring 
® collapse of the rebellion. Yet ali that 
plerged were “calls for," “urges” and 
,{Ppeals" for actions on which states 


6 
owning St. viet 
r. 


uJ 
it 
eigh House Chl 
gea). Swami an 
ay of Life.’’ 


Monday | *re asked to do their “ utmost” (a term 
urch House, W% eich one member admitted privately 
rts_on ner Visita “Uld well mean “ nothing at all”). 


‘ . AC ‘ 
I” (arty. 6x60). Pe ’everal years the UN, in its Trustee- 
Pig, P Committee and in its Committee of 


by Geen 
Dion ate crow” |=. (On decolonisation) has been writing 
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BETTY PILKINGTON’S UN COMMENTARY 


good eye 


such a crisis, and Britain has consistently 
rejected these efforts as interference in 
another country’s “internal affairs.” 


But the shoe was now on the other foot 
and Mr Stewart was soliciting support for 
what Britain was either doing or planned 
to do. In the UK letter to the President 
of the Council asking for the meeting, 
the expressed purpose was to “inform” 
the Council of the steps being taken. 
However, a more credible reading of that 
porns emerged the same day in the 
louse of Commons when the Prime 
Minister, in reply to a question, said: 
“.,. 1 think the problem will be to avert 
excessive action by the UN.” 


The Africans (and Asians) did Indeed try 
for what Mr Wilson regarded as “ exces- 
sive” moves. But, as they knew before 
they started, the political will of a single 
major power held the key. A succession 
of African delegates - there to put thar 
case but of course without the right to 
vote - asked why Prime Minister Wiison 
had virtually handed over his Jast round 
of ammunition to Tan Smith by proclaim. 
ing clearly and way in advance of UDI 
that the UK would in any case not use 
force. They wanted to know, too, why the 
British would not use force to protect 
Africans when they had on so many 
occasions used it to protect whites. The 
Zambian Ambassador wondered aloud 
whether Britain was now pursuing a 
course in which when dealing with her 
own “ kith and kin” she believes " blood 
is thicker than justice." 


It was this same delegate who, on the 
subject of sanctions, thought it y aly 
that Britain should rush to the UN, 
“asking us to give half a loaf to the 
rebels hoping that this way they will 
starve to death, whtle in fact this is a 
perfect prescription for slimming.” And, 
again, it was Ambassador Mulikita 
(Zambia) who, late in the proceedings, 
tried twice privately to get the floor to 
clarify his government's immediate 
Position On sanctions - which was that, 
regardless of all the talk about dispro- 
ortionate harm to the peoples of nelgh- 
oouriNg countries, Zambia realistically 
welcomed the stiffest of sanctions in 
order to bring down the lan Smith re- 
gime. That is what Mr Mulikita had 
wanted to say, but on both attempts he 
was rebuffed. 


“Tebuff” is also the word for what 
China and a good partion of the UN had 
recelved from tho United States et al at 
the time of the vote on Chinese represen- 
tation only a few days earlier. And} if 
one may Jean again on Ambassador 
Ramani's metaphor, one can say with 
even greater precision, the US - and prae- 
matically the UN - took the blind-eye 
approach, 


Instead of accepting a fact recognised by 
virtually everyone in the international 
community, namely that no serious pro- 
gress on any aspect of disarmament wil) 
be made without the prosence of the 
Chinese as equals, the United States 
again chose to fight a hitter and costly 
battle ta keep China out for. another 
year. On the substantive issue {i.e.ta 
saat or not to seat) the Americans caine 


nearer to losing than ever before, with a 
vote of 47 to 47 and 20 abstentions, and, 
of course, only escaped defeat by round- 
ing up a shameful 7-vote margin on a 
procedural issue which demanded that 
the question be settled not by a simple 


majority (for which there are sound 
precedents) but by a two-thirds majority 
(which Peking clearly did not have). 


If the United States is sincerely anxious 
to negotiate seriously on disarmament, it 
ts hard to sea why she was willing to risk 
s0 much politically and fight so intensive- 
ly on the China issue. The fact that she 
later voted Yes in a 91 to O tally (one 
abstention, France) on the wisdom of 
convening a world conference on dis: 
armament - designed primarily to get 
Peking to the conference table - ig being 
taken in some quarters as heralding a 
Aes approach in American policy on 
ina. 


That the China vote may have startled the 
State Department into more active re 
thinking is quite eee but the US 
willingness to go along with this strictly 
preliminary and ‘on principle" vote 
may also have been no more than an 
unwillingness to be isolated on an tssue 
on which there was clearly immense 
popular concern. 


Teesides, there are a thousand points 
belween now and the actual opening of 
such a conference at which the US could 
back out. What she said by implication 
in the First (Main Political) Conimittee - 
and reaflirmed more specifically in a 
press briefing meray afterward - 
was thal her Yes vote on this first round 
in no way cornmitted her to attending 
the conference. Indeed, she continued, 
she woukl Jet that decislon rest an 
whether or not she was convinced that 
the Chinese were seriously interested in 
pers down to business on disarma- 
ment. 


When asked just how the US would 
measure such an intangible, the answer 
was that Peking's public pronouncements, 
charges, threats, claims, etc would prab- 
ably constitute a fair basis. But what the 
US still doesn't see - or acts as if she 
doesn't see - is that to niatntain that set 
of criteria only perpetuates the vicious 
circle, because China will continue to 
bark until the present political ostracism 
from which she has suffered is openly 
and fully halted. 


The self-contradiction in the US position 
emerged in that same Virst Committee 
when the American representative, 
speaking to the isste of the world can- 
ference, wade this admission: 


“All of us agree that if substantial 
progress foward yeneral and complete 
disarmament is to be made, Conuntnist 
China must, at an appropriate stage, 
participate directly in the pracess of 
negotiation.” (italics mine.) 


Rut, he addled, it is not clear that “all 
states wish to enter into disarmamont 
negotiations.” 


The US was taking refuge jn question- 
hegaing jn that statement of November 
18. And yet five days Jater. in the sama 
committes, she was suggesting that tha 
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five nuclear powers make up the core of 
the vonterence’s preliminary, exploratory 
group (along with certain states having 
“miajor peaceful nuclear programmes 
and some who have played a leading role 
in developing the conference idea). the 
purpose af this graup, in the US view, 
would be to discover whether “there is 
in fact a constructive basis" for such a 
conference, 


The need for a preliminary planning 
body is accepted by virtually all states; 
and many, tov, feel that China must be a 
part of it and must have some direct say 
in plotting the so-called modahties of the 
conference. Otherwise she might well 
turn against the whole ides very early ire 
the game, with the understandable cam- 
pluint that she was being asked to meet 
requirements Which she had had no part 
In settings up. 


But if, as the US appears to see it, the 
aim of these early consultations might 
be not necessarily or solely to plan but 
rather to test the atmosphere of a 
political confrontation between China 
and the US, there is a real probabihty 
that China would prefer to step down 
from the very first rung. In this case the 
loss, in principle and in practice, would 
be enormous. 


Hopefully, much of the exploratory work 
may he done through a nucleus of thase 
states that attended the Cairo Conference 
of October 1004 and have acknowledged 
China's initiative of July 1063 when she 
proposed the convening of a almilar con- 
ference at a heads-of-state level, 


Because of the need, for China’s gake, to 
dissociate the UN as completely as pios- 
sible front all initiative in this project, 
the UN is in this instance taking an 
almost unprecedented approach on the 
matter of financial authorisation, some: 
thing which normally comes up and is 
battled out before any specific commit 
ments for a given set of meetings ara 
made. Jt is being taken for granted on 
this occasion, however, that if the really 
difficult hurdles . that is the political ones 
- can be cleared, then surely a means of 
financing is within reach, And conversely, 
if the plan for defraying costs were to 
be thrashed out right now, the whole 
effort would take on a legal, official UN 
colouration which would alienate tha 
Chinese, 


The highest of those political hurdles Ls, 
perhaps, the matter of how to discourage 
participation of the Nationalist Chinese, 
with whom Peking will not sit dowa, But 
the feeling of most delegates right now 
is that, for the moment, optimism is a 
“in” mood. If the United States will 
allow the UN to use its “ good eye" and 
look upon the conference as not only a 
possible first step in progress on digarma- 
ment but - what may in the end be much 
more important as a long-overdue 
return of China to the heart of inter 
natiunal diplomacy, then not only dis- 
armament but the UN will be on the 
right road, 
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Editorials 


More and more missiles 


While we have had our cyes fixed on 
the real war in Vietnam, the nuclear 
powers have been quietly getting on with 
the business of building up their stock- 
piles and developing new weapons. 


Mr McNamara, the US Defence Secretary, 
lias announced that in Hurope there are 
now over 5,000 NATO nuclear warheads. 
The USSR recently demonstrated in Mos- 
cow a rocket which it claimed could 
orbit the earth. In September, Britain 
secretly carried out an underground test 
of a new. triggering mechanism for 
Polaris warheads. 


CARAVAN 
FAMILIES 


from front page 


js administrative shorthand for saying 
that a great many people have got per- 
sonal problems affecting their health and 
happiness, many of which arise directly 
from having to live in bad housing con- 
ditions. Several of the women and child. 
ren at the Kent County Couneil hostel 
for the homeless at Malling come from 
Bromley; this is the hostel where hus- 
bands and wives are fighting the restric- 
tions on visiting - a campaign which has 
led (wo men to po to prison, and which 
is bringing public attention to bear on 
the scandal of homelessness In one of the 
most prosperous parts of Britain. Brom- 
ley, for instance, is one of the areas 
where land and property prices have 
steadily risen for many years, and where 
council] housing has been a poor relation 
ta private building. 

The government's housing programme, 
published Jast week, states the country’s 
1ousing needs and outlines its proposals 
for improving the supply of housing, 
particularly local authority housing, and 
for relating if more to socia) needs. The 
new rent and housing policies are clearly 
an advance on the old; but they cannot, 
faken on their own, guarantee that 
everyone’s housing needs will be met. 
Mor one thing, the overall programme is 
still too small; but there is also the 
problem of the indifferent local 
authority, and this problem can only be 
solved by direct pressure from the 
people. And there {s also the question of 
people such ag caravan dwellers, who do 
not fit into the usual category of people 
who require housing. 


The necusation often levelled at itiner- 
ants is that they are shiftless, dirty, 
ignorant, dishonest and awkward. They 
are apt to disappear suddenly, without 
trace; they are sometimes vague about 
thelr names; there is the suspicion that 
they would invent names for extra 
National Assistance money jf given half 
a chance. 

There is probably some truth in sume of 
the charges. But how do we separate 
what is deliberate from what is incul- 
cated, and can we blame a man for hving 
HP to the behaviour people expect of 
him? As the caravan people themselves 
say, how can they “improve” if they 
can't get jobs, if they’re forced to live in 
mud and squalor, without civilised 
amenities, If they have difficulty keeping 
the children at school, and if other 
peaple won't have anything to do with 
them? And even if the charges are true, 
they are still human beings with human 
rights. } 

Tt ts not even as if they are asking to be 
fiven permanent houses. The choice fac. 
ing Bromley Council is not to house these 
fumilies or do nothing at all for them; it 
is to do nothing or to listen to their case 
and give them what they are asking for, 
which is simply a fixer) site for the cara- 
vans. This is hardly an unreasonable 
request. and that it has not yet heen 
granted seems due to a mixture of 
prejudice and sheer thoughtlessness. This 
{s not something which, in 1965, we can 
be very proud of. 


A group of local people is helping the 
caravan dwellers. Information, offers of 
agsigtance ete (0 Brian Riehardson, 
Greenways, Knockholt, nr Sevenoaks, 
Kent. Phone Knockholt 2316. 


India is continually reported as being on 
the brink of deciding to make or acquire 
nuclear weapons. South Africa, with US 
and West German help, has built a 
nuclear reactor, allegedly for peaceful 
purposes, and is developing ground-to-air 
missiles. While the talks about allowing 
West Germany to share control in 
NATO's nuclear weapons continues, it is 
revealed that West German planes and 
missiles were “ nuclearised'’ six years 
ago, although control of their use 
remains in US hands. 


Finally, Sunday’s Observer reported that 
a new anti-inissile-missile race threatens 
to overtake the US and USSR. The race, 
reported John Davy and Andrew Wilson, 
“will be a frenzied effort to create a 
‘defence’ against nuclear missiles.” They 
warn: 
“3t will dwarf the previous ones in 
scale and cost . and could promote the 
deve‘opment of even nastier offensive 
weapons than already existed.” 
Explaining this point, they say that mis- 


“.,.And the sensitive antennae will 
block out everything except offers of 
surrender.” 


sile defence systems will encourage the 
development of weapons which produce 
mass destruction at long range: 


“There will be temptations to produce 
‘dirty’ warheads which release clouds 
of radioactivity several hundred iniles 
upwind of defended areas, to explore 
orbiting weapons which reduce warn- 
ing time, and giant warheads which 
can start fires even if detonated at 
great heights. 

“There would be many years of fearful 
competition, growing tension and des- 
peration, and the end to any prospect 
of negotiated arms control or disarma- 
ment.” 


This situation has led American science 
and defence experts to appeal to Presi- 
dent Johnson, urging a three-year pact 
with Russia to refrain from deploying 
anti-mnissile systems, 

We would hope they succeed in this 
appeal; but even such a pact seems a 
strangely hmited measure. It is difficult 
to see how the great powers can in fact 
perpetuate a nice “balance of terror,” 
without one or other side succumbing to 
the fear that its opponent is cheating. 
The prevention of anti-missile systems 
being established presumably presents as 
many difficulties of inspection and con- 
trol as any other arms contro} measure 
which has so far been proposed. One is 
gloomily led to the conclusion that the 
only alternative to a new arms race is not 
a standstill but a cutback, leading to- 
wards abandonment, of arms. Gloomily, 
hecause in the state of bad feeling en- 
rendered by the Vietnam war, overlaid 
hy the effects of the Sino-Soviet split, this 
is the last course of action we can expect 
cither of the two major powers to 
embark on. 


There may still be some hope for an 
agreement to prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons, although it is only a 
hope. The coming erisis in NATO is more 
likely to result in nuclear proliferation 
than in the denuclearisation of Europe. 
The powers have managed to make the 
nuclear question look even more com- 
plicated and unmanageable than ever 
hefore; and many people who used to be 
active in the anti-nuclear movement have 
given up. But when the British yovern- 
ment has taken no steps whatsoever to 
take this country out of the arms race, 
we still are obliged to point out the 
dangers, and to insist that the policy of 
totally rejecting nuclear weapons and 
nuclear alliances is a sensible and prac- 
tical one. The situation is far too 
dangerous for us to place our trust in 
partial agreements alone; we should be 
far more concerned, and far more vocal, 
than we are. 


Censorship and ‘The War Game’ 


Last week's statement by the BBC that 
Peter Watkins’ film The War Game will 
definitely not he shown on BRC television 
but instead will be given four private 
viewings should not be allowed to fo 
unchallenged. 


The BBC's main criticism is that the film 
is too horrific for an ‘indiscriminate " 
medium lke television which cannot 
contro) the range of its audience with a 
device like the X certificate on cinema 
films. No criticism of Peter Watkins’ 
treatment of the horror in his film is 
intended. The War Game is considered 
too horrific simply hecause it might be 
watched by children, old people or people 
suffering from nervous disorders. 


In the past the BBC has always an- 
nounced before “ horrific’ programmes 
that many viewers might find the pro- 
gramme extremely disturbing. It is diffi- 
cult to see why the same could not be 
done with The War Game, particularly 
ag much of the BC's “ warning" work 
would be done for it by a mass of press 
publicity. 


There is also the point that anyane who 
feels the programme is too much for him 
can always switch off or turn to another 
channe). In that sense, television is an 
extremely “ discriminating ” medium. 


Presumably because of the film's out- 
standing artistic merits, the BBC is 
allowing four private viewings at which 
those who participated in the making of 
the film will be allowed to see it. As we 
go to press, no final decision has been 
taken as to who else will be invited to 
these viewings. 


This decision is completely unsatisfac- 
tory. If the film is as well made as the 
BBC claims, then many people would 
benefit from seeing it. In fact, they have 
a right to see it. If the BBC does not 
want to risk showing the film, it should 
be released either to Peter Watkins or 
to someone else who is willing to show it. 
It is difficult to dispute the BBC's right 
to censor its own programmes, but on 
what grounds does it censor so absolutely 
Peter Watkins’ work? 


fivery possible pressure should be put on 
Director General Sir Hugh Greene to 
reconsider last week's decision. The War 
Game should be released to the publie so 
that the public can make up its own 
mind about the film’s merits and de- 
merits. Otherwise, we will be forced to 
conclude that there is more to this ban 
than the BBC js prepared to admit: The 
War Game has been censored by the 
Home Office. 
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i On this page we present the views of two groups responsible for stand- 
ing independent peace candidates in_ parliamentary elections. 


INAL 


in an article, James Haigh outlines the origins and ideas of the F ellow- 
ship Party. He is the party’s prospective candidate for Bromley, Kent. 
ve also present the charter and basis of Radical Alliance, the new 


| Group which announced this month its first prospective candidate: Tariq 
iia 22-year-old daw student who will stand in Fulham against Michael 


Stewart, the Home Seeretary. 
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The Fellowship Party 


fism in its objects and principles. ‘The 
Fellowship Party has a home and foreign 
policy based on the consequences of 
total unilateral disarmament, including 
common ownership of the means of 
production and distribution. Tt was 
formed in 1955, after the ecneral elee- 
tion, by John Loverseed and Erie fen- 
ner, who had fought Lewisham and 
Battersea as independent anti-A-bomb 
candidates, and their followers. Mlections 
have since been contested in Lancaster, 
Paddington, Peterborough and  Wool- 
wich West. In the last election, Ronald 
Mallone polled 1,112 votes in Woolwich 
West. If this seems few, remember that 
just prior to 1895 Labour polled 106 
votes in Bethnal Green, 42 voles at 
Hallam (Sheflicld) and {9 in Hoxton 
(London), 


The Fellowship Party believes that if 
socialists, pacifists, unilateralists and 
neutralists want to change fovernment 
policy they must replace the present 
MPs by other men and women who 
are pledged against all weapons and 
pledged to use national resources for 
the benefit of the whole population. So 
it asks inembers of the Labour Party to 
realise that their party cannot be altered 
enough from inside, and must therefore 
be challenged at the poll and changed 
from outside, However, the challenge at 
the poll is itself 8 first-class way of 
campaigning for peace. 


Everyone knows that canvassing door-to- 
door is’ the best sort of campaigning 
(though few enjoy it and even fewer 
can persuade others to do it). An elec- 
tion gives a group a really good reason 
for canvassing. And one can be so much 
more convincing when one is canvassing 
for a candidate rather than for a policy 
none of the candidates embraces, as 
CND have suggested we do. If you know 
well beforehand that an clection is com- 
ing you can canvass for a year before 
polling day. Well before that the pros- 
pective candidate can address meetings 
and the local papers will report him. 


At first sight the £150 deposit seems a 
terrible waste, but in fact the election 
address is delivered free by the Post 
Office to some 25,000 homes; this is worth 
£300 in stamps. The address is an ex- 
cellent opportunity for presenting right 
policies, arriving as it does at such a time 
and in such a manner; election week is 
the only week in the year when many 
people give politics a thought. If things 
improve and minor parties are given a 
fair share of radio and TV time, the 
position will be even better. An import- 
ant psychological factor far peace work- 
ers Is that the election campaign has a 
well defined objective and a definite 
finishing date, so they can extend them- 
selves and praduce their best. 

Very briefly, Fellowsup Party policy 
includes: reunification of Germany, pra- 
vided it is unarmed and neutral; com- 
mon ownership of the means of produc: 
tion and distribution: large-scalo and real 
help to those cuuntres where human 
need is greatest; shifting of education 
costs from the rates to the exchequer 


so that better, more costly, education 
is possible; increased expenditure on 
health services with an end ta all 


charges; public ownership af land; re- 
organisation of transport as a public 
service; and abolition of the hereditary 
Htouse of Lords. 


War and {ts canses must be attacked 
also at personal, industrial, and econamiec 
levels; marches, petitions, deputations, 
lobbying and non-violent demonstrations 
have value. But unless politicians are 
challenged at the polling booth, crities 
will be dismissed as “peanuts.” Only 
When fhe government and opposition 
start losing votes will they worry. Galy 
when they start losing seats shall we 
affect Parliament's decisions. Our aim 
therefore is a candidate pledged to total 
unilateral disarmament in every con- 
stituency. We would not at this stage 
oppose such a candidate even if he were 
of a ditferent party. Non-voting is not 
good enough. A vote for life ts waerth 
many abstentions. 


US action in Vietnam 
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From a Radical Alliance pamphlet 


Radical Alliance 


In spite of the immoral and illegal enter- 
prises which the US is currently under- 
taking in Vietnam, there ts no sign at 
all that the Labour government is pre- 
pared to dissociate this country fram 
them. Indeed, the government's East of 
Suez policy and open support for the 
US makes its position very clear. The 
economic crisis that has arisen cannot be 
solved unless major changes of directian 
are taken in foreign and defence poliey. 
Neither have Labour's pre-election 
pledges been carried out by giving up our 
Independent nuclear weapons, by aban- 
doning Polaris, or by taking meaning: 
a steps to permit China to enter the 


The discipline of the Lahour Party is 
such that we cannot expect any MP to 
step out of line to vote against the gov- 
ernment. No protests fram inside the 
Labour Party, nor any from the outside, 
have deflected the government from its 
path. The VParhamentary left las heen 
tactically muzzled by its imprisonment 
within a slender majonty and ue end 
is apparent to the disarray and ineffec- 
tiveness now poisoning the radical left. 
It appears therefore that no other ap- 
tion is open to opponents of pavernment 
policies than to sponsor independent can- 
didates at the next general élection, and 
in sullable by-elections. 


Tt may be that in a lightly fought elec- 
tion aur action could contribute to the 
defeat of a Labour government. Hf this 
is so then we accept the responsibility. 
The snecess of our action will not depend 
on the election alone as we have to con- 
sider the effect, both locally and nation- 
ally, of a campaign lasting over several 
months or years. 

In order to achieve the impact af a 
Sa concentrating an defence and 
orelen policy as well as one including 
the broadar related issues, the campaign 
must be flexible. Jt will have ta use bath 
traditional and non-traditional methods 
of work in arder ta show the connections 
between the Vietnam war and race, 
poverty, and democracy. We need to offer 
a style of campaign that is not merely a 
protest; we do not have to make eppartue 
hist appeals to the electors fa return 
aur candidate to the House of Conmmans. 
Our total vote will nat be the only 
measure of aur suecess. 


We recognise the seriousness of the 


Biflation; but our oppositian cannot be 
expressed by choosing jmpotenee and 


platitudes. We apyeal for suppart fram 
CND and the peace movement, the radi- 
cal left, opponents of the government's 


policies on Vietnam and aN ae 
and from all uncommitted peaple wha 
are sick and tired of the hypocrisy of 
conventional party politics. 


The world faces three major problems : 
1. The threat posed by weapons of mass 
destruction 


2.'The gulf between rich and poor 
3. The threat of raclalisma 


Thesa prohlems - war, poverty, race ~ 
have to be solved In our generation, 
At present there is no political party in 
Britain that has begun to recognise ur 
tackle them. Our programme is, there 
fore, constructed within the framewark 
of these three problems and the issues 
they raise. 


1 WAR 
Opposition to the American alliance, 
Ae dissociation from all existing andi- 
tary alliances. 
Rejection of any military ur diplo- 
Matic strafogy based on the use or 
threatened use af nuclear weapons oF 
athear weapons of mass indiscruninate 
destruction. 
Support for intliatives (6 transform 
the United Natlons into a genuinely 
international orgapisatian m whieh all 
nations are included and have an equal 
Vole. 

2. POVERTY 
Measures ta ensure the equitable dis 
tribution ef the world's resources 
amang tha peoples of the warld and 4 
substantial Inerease in economle and 
dechnical aid te developing countrias. 
Recopgnitian af the gradual eroslan of 
democracy, liberty and tolerance in 
advanced western soclety. 

2 RACE 
Unhindered moverient of all migrate 
between countries. 


Massive diversion af expenditure fram 
tnilitaty budgets ta the social services 
thereby ensuring that all members of 
our community, both old and new, 
may be decently housed, anployved, 
educated, and cared for. 

BRecogntiion that governmént priority 
must be plyen to a nations! polley of 
integration, administored through the 
social servicers, education, snd industry, 
aod based on a fundamental respoct 
for diverse cultures 

Legislation to prohibit diserhnivatiaa 
in all ita foying. 

Appropriate international actlan ta 
bring abaut the downtall of the white 
aupremactat bastions in sautherd Ari 
ca, 
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Eleanor Aitken 


Political prisoners in Greece 


This article was originally written for an Amnesty International 
Assembly in Holland on September 25 and 26 this year. After the 
Japandreeu government had released some 900 polilical prisoners by 
April 1964, Amnesty was persuaded that those remaining were ‘ Com- 
munist spies” and not prisoners of conscience. Eleanor Aitken went to 
Greece this summer (to see if this could be confirmed; she concluded 
that the remaining 77 prisoners were in fact genuine prisoners of 
conscience: ‘if a prisoner signs a document abjuring the Communist 
‘arty the suecess of his appeal... is assured.” 

At the assembly Mrs Aitken’s three recommendations were accepted: 
Greek prisoners have been again allotted to Amnesty's Threes Groups; 
Amnesty ‘as recently appealed to Prime Minister Stefanopoulos for 
the immediate release of the remaining prisoners; Spyros Kotsakis 
was one of three Prisoners of the Month in November. 


This repart on“ the siluation in Greece ” 
is limited to the results of an investi- 
pation into the position of the remain- 
ing long-term political prisoners there. 
It does not deal with the current crisis, 
excepl in so far as the latter sheds 
light on the reasons for the continued 
detention of these prisoners in jail. 
The investigation was undertaken be. 
cause the British Executive of Amnesty 
decided last year not to assign any 
more Greeks to “ Threes Groups "* for 
adoption, although it continued to make 
Beneral appeals to the Greek government 
on behalf of the prisoners en bloc. 
The decision was based on advice given 
that amongst the Greek prisoners con- 
victed under Law $75 - i.e. the majority 
- there were “a number of Communist 
spies, using that word in its traditional 
military sense.” 
I was given the opportunity to look into 
this question while on a four weeks’ 
visit to Greece during August and Sep- 
tember, The task was to try and discover 
the truth or otherwise of this allegation; 
whether, in fact, the remaining Greek 
prisoners were genuine prisoners of 
conscience or not; and if there were 
some who were not, which they were. 
I had a list of the prisoners’ names. 
A thoroughly satisfactory investigation 
would have involved examination of 
their files: a yon to be undertaken by 
someone with legal qualifications and a 
knowledge of the language, Unfortunate- 
ly the most I was able to do was to 
consult lawyers of various political sym- 
pathies, MPs, and three or four other 
Preece with an intimate knowledge of 
he subject, In all I had about 18 in- 
terviews with such persons; and I am 
*Amnesty Threes Groups are assigned 
three prisoners - from a western coun- 
try, an eastern country, and a non- 
aligned country. 


grateful for the time and attention they 
gave me at a period when they were 
nearly all heavily involved, one way or 
another, in the current crisis. 

I was also able tuo visit the Sotiria 
prison-sanatorium, where I twiee had 
conversations lasting two hours with 
some of the prisoners themselves. 


From what | heard I have tried to sift 
the hard facts; and these I will give 
first. Secondly, I will report as nearly 
as possible the actual words of same of 
the people | saw, because although their 
opinions sometimes conflict, they throw 
light on the situation; and thirdly, [ 
would like, if I may, to make at least 
one practical suggestion as a matter of 
urgency. 


Communists and 
Law 375 


There are 77 political prisoners remain- 
ing in Greece, (The total given recently 
of 86 included a number in Dafni mental 
hospital, who, while officially released, 
are detained there because of their con- 
dition.) 

All the prisoners are Communists, i.e. 
they belong to the side that was defeated 
in the civil war, About 20, i.e, nearly 
one quarter, are “cadres” or leading 
members of the Greek Communist Party: 
five of them members of its Central 
Committee. The rest are, for the most 
part, peasants. 

Of these 77, 66 were condemned by mili- 
tary courts under Law 375: 60 to life 
imprisonment (which means life im- 
prisonment in Greece), four to 20 years, 
one to 15, and one to LL years. 

Most have already been in prison for 
10 years or more (only four for five or 
seven years); three have already spent 
20 years in prison. (I saw one of these 
in Sotiria; he was arrested at the age of 
19, and now, at 39, is not surprisingly 
a sick man.) 

Eleven prisoners out of the 77 were con- 
demned by civil courts for alleged com- 
mon law offences. These include: in one 
ease, the possession of an illegal print- 
ing press - sentence 15 years; four cases 
of apparently military offences relating 
to the period of German occupation or 
the civil war (e.g. desertion” in 1940-1 
when the prisoner was, in fact, taken 
prisoner by the Italians); two cases of 
being recalled to prison because of re- 
newed political activity after release, in 
order to serve the one-third sentence 
that had been remitted; two cases of 
alleged murder (one in 1942), and two 
cases about which I was unable to obtain 
details, except that one of the offences 
was also committed in 1942 during the 
occupation. 

The big releases of political prisoners 
last year included a large number who 
had allegedly committed grave common 
law offences, such as murder. But it 
was apparently recognised that these 
allegations were’ pretexts, and the pri- 
soners were conditionally amnestied tun- 
der Law 2058, which was a “ measure 
of pacification” introduced specifically 
for political prisoners, in recognition 
of the fact that the country was entering 
on @ period of political stability. The 
eleven who remain had been kept with 


Jiannis alent in Sotiria 
prison, was jailed 20 years ago at 
the age of 19 when he was a mem- 
ber of the Resistance. 


the politicals in prison, apart from com. 
mon law prisoners (as is still the Prat 
tice) and those working on behalf of 
political prisoners at the time made no 
special efforts for them, assuming they 
would enjoy the same conditional am- 
nesty. 

The position of the Law 375 prisoners is, 
however, the most serious: they are the 
more numerous, their sentences are the 
heaviest, and such limited rights of ap 
peal as they had have been completely 
exhausted. 


Only four of these 66 prisoners have al- 
legedly committed common law crimes, 
such as murder, and for these they are 
already amnestied under the aboye-men- 
tioned Law 2058. Moreover, it seems clear 
from the details I have been given, that 
the charges, which related to the periods 
of occupation or civil war, were 
“trumped up.” It is, in fact, only Law 
375 that keeps them in prison now. (The 
“murders” all took place during Resis. 
tance or civil war battles, Would that 
war-time killings were always given their 
true name!) 

Law 375 was a decree law, promulgated, 
without parliamentary legislation, by the 
dictator Metaxas in 1936. It was little 
used till 1952 (but that it was occasion- 
ally used is shown by the existence in 
prison now of the three sentenced under 
it 20 years ago), 

It deals with espionage in the broadest 
possible sense of the term, for under 
it persons can be tried for alleged intent 
to commit espionage, It provides for the 
trial of civilians, in time of peace, by 
permanent military courts. No concrete 
evidence of espionage needs to be pro- 
duced in court, but the heaviest possible 
sentences may be imposed, i.e. death or 
life imprisonment. During the civil war 
and the period immediately afterwards, 
the extensive use of extraordinary courts 
martial, imposing death sentences, made 
the application of Law 375 unnecessary. 
When, however, the new penal code, 
introduced in 1951, abolished the extra- 
ordinary courts martial and made pro- 
vision for espionage to be tried by civil 
courts with moderate sentences more in 
line with those imposed in democratic 
western countries, the military authori- 
ties insisted on the retention of Law 375 
with its heavy penalties. 

Of the 66 prisoners condemned tinder it, 
50 were political refugees who had fled 
to neighbouring countries such as Bul- 
faria, Rumania and Yugoslavia at the 
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case of five prisoners - of radio tran& 

ters. Two of these prisoners were shot. 

the early 1950s, Of the three remain ; 
Moraitis maintains that he had a ta : 
mitter for the purpose of communicalg pee 
with party officials abroad, all ot : 
means of communication being impo" |] 
ible, 
The security police, when challenged 
produce evidence that the radio had be : 
used for transmitting military inform 
tion, answered that it would not be if g 
the national interest to divulge ot 
knowledge. Another radio transmltf : 
was found on a mountainside In : 
north, and Vatmanithis accused 
bringing it from Bulgaria, He had, }? 
ever, not been abroad, 
In 1962 Sofia Myridou was arrested do 
the possession of a transmitter, Her by 
fenders say it was planted on het ig 
the police. She was an illiterate pene, a | 
from a Macedonian village, over 60 ne 
old, and has been learning to read an 
write in prison. (Mr Mercouris, inde? 0 
dent deputy, and former Minister 
Public Order, told me that on the “aq: 
of the 1961 elections the police aH 
they found wireless stations in Mache 
nia. It was revealed later that the PQ 3 
themselves had set up these station 
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allegiance is to his party. He came from 
t Country with a Communist regime. 
Therefore he must have come to spy on 
pits behalf. Therefore he must be pun- 
Shed with the utmost severity.” 
| have not been able to ascertain that 
any case was evidence produced to 
Show that the accused had been trained 
lhe an “espionage school” as has also 
;€en alleged, Nor even, that in fact 
W prisoner was actually convicted of 
{SPionage, The formula adopted was 
Euilty of offering to commit espionage ” 
the above-mentioned grounds. 


yer relevant facts are as follows : 
kn 1@ accused were persons already 
wenn as Communists to the police, who 
mee on the look-out for them, and 
Snaged in most cases to arrest them 
On after entry. For spies, they were 
‘étrange choice. 

ja put a third were kept in prison for 
|* long period - sometimes up to six 
yfars - before being brought to trial. 

gi chinery for appeal against verdicts 
yven under Law 375 is extremely 
} 
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Mited, All that is possible is an appeal 
, the Council of Grace. This involves 
hay ON procedure; deliberations are 
peeve on a report from the Director of 
ithe the council is presided over by 
Jie Secretary-General of the Ministry of 
{nance 4 politician, not an independent 
ltheee. and the final word is given by 
Lele ing. (When one remembers the 
| Arne licup between the King and the 
Hon’ - a tleup that has been high- 
that ie in the recent political crisis - and 
tence 375 was applied at the insis- 
tha © of Army chiefs, it is not surprising 
Qpa 20 Many appeals to the Council of 
4C@ have failed.) 


fed as the new speaker in the 


Greek Parliament, all appeals, in 
cluding Mrs Doudoumi’s, awaiting 
the King’s signature have been re- 
ferred back to the new minister 
who, as a temporary appointment, 
is the Mr Novas who recently tried 
and failed to form a government. 


On the other hand, it is a fact 
a prisoner signs a document abjuring the 
Communist party, the success of his ap- 
peal to the Council of Grace is assured, 
even if he has been icted of acts 
of violence, Some prisoners have been 
unable to resist the temptation to avail 
themselves of this assistance and are now 


that if 
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at liberty, 

Out of office, Centre Union politicians 
as well as those of the left have re- 
peatedly denounced the undemocratic 
and unjust nature of Law 875; Mr 


Papandreou promised to repeal it (but, 
it seems illogically, not to annul the 
sentences imposed under it - only to re- 
duce them), The bill for repeal, however, 
never came before Parliament; and we 


can see now to what pressures from 
palace and right wing Mr Papandreou 
was submitted, along with members of 
his party, some of whom have since 


moved away from him to the right. 


‘They all had 
transmitters’ 


1 would like to quote now from some 
of the interviews which took place with- 
out an interpreter (in French). 

I saw the Director General of the Minis- 
try of Justice, Mr Triantafilithis, who 
has held this office ever since the days 
of Metaxas. He would not speak with me 
himself, but told me I could discuss 
the matter with Mr Kanellopoulos (in- 
cidentally a cousin of the right-wing 
leader) who, he said, was the specialist 
in the ministry on this subject, 

To my first question ‘“ Were any of the 
77 convicted of espionage?” Mr Kanel- 
lopoulos replied, “ Their motive was es- 
pionage. One cannot separate espionage 
from political views, They had suspl- 
cious documents.” 

I asked, “ Were they judged by civil 
or military courts?” He answered, “The 
Penal Code makes provision for espion- 
age to be tried by civil courts.” (Here I 
made a mistake - feeling he did not wish 
to give a straight answer, I did not 
like to ask again if they were in fact 
tried by civil courts.) 

At the question, ‘ Was any evidence pro- 
duced to suggest espionage, such as 
radio transmitters?” he threw up his 
hands as if with relief and exclaimed, 
“They all had transmitters!” 

Surprised, I said, “Surely not all?” 
drew out the list of names, and asked 
if he would mark the prisoners who had 
them, He was obviously taken aback, 


and said, “I don't know any names, I 
only know the numbers.” 


There followed an impassioned speech 
about Greece being a free country where 
there were no political prisoners; and 
rightly or wrongly I felt it not worth 


While to ask any more questions 


Mr Mangakis, a lawyer with strong anti- 


Communist sentiments, was defence 
counsel at five trials. He said: 
“The police called these men spies 


so that they could be judged by mili- 
tary courts and have a severer sen- 
tence. Not one was in fact a military 
spy. Their sole crime - and in my view 
it was a crime - was that they were 
Communists. Communism has a com 
ion fatherland (une patrie commune). 
But for this they should have been 
tried in civil courts under Law 509 
which exists precisely to deal with this 
problem, They are in prison to keep 
their mouths shut. To me this is in- 
tolerable!” 


Mr Constantine Stefanakis, Minister of 
the Presidency in the Tsirimokos govern- 
ment and therefore a defector from 
Papandreou’s Centre Union Party, was 
defence counsel in at least one of the 
principal trials and has written a book 
on behalf of the prisoners, Somewhat 
embarrassed, I felt, by the interview, 
he said, nevertheless : 
“The application of Law 875 is a 
hangover from the civil war. It should 
be abolished. Law 509 as a measure 
against Communists is severe enough. 
Law $875 judged their intention to 
spy.” 
He added, however (and I was told later 
this contradicts much of what he has 
Sting “T think they had that inten- 
tion.” 


I asked him if he thought Papandreou's 
proposed reduction of life sentences to 
20 years and others pro rata was good 
enough, He replied, “It is difficult for 
me to give a straight answer, I am 
a lawyer.” As he politely mentioned 
British and American aid in winning 
the civil war against the Communists, 
I asked him if it might be partly due 
to their influence that Communists were 
still in prison, He replied, * They Just 
give opinions,” and added, rather hesl- 
tatingly, “There are those who inter- 
vene.” 
Mr Paraskevas is a lawyer whom Mr 
Francis Noel Baker, who is associated 
with Amnesty, particularly urged me to 
see. Mr Paraskevas has advised our or 
franisation in the past. He said: 
“There was no espionage, The pri- 
soners were condemned for ‘offering’ 
to commit espienage. We have no 
military secrets, Everything is public. 
What has taken place is pallticat per- 
secution. And just naw there is a4 
danger of a renewal of this persecu- 
tion since the King has taken power 
anit is acting against the constitution.” 
Asked about the allegatlon that some 
prisoners had committed caniumas law 
crimes, he replied, Pretexts for the 
most part.” And of the declaration ab- 
juring Communism - “ Yes, ut facilitates 
release, although it is Weal: and that 
is a proof that they are political prison- 
crs,’ 
Al the close of the interview, he asked, 
very seriously : 
“Qo you really understand how un- 
happy we are in Greece? There is no 
danger from Conmmitnism here. That 
ig used a8 a pretext to go against the 
will of the people, There are three 
active forces at work here: the Ameri. 
cans, the palace, and the oligarchy of 
the rich. That is where the danger to 
Greece Hes. What is taking place naw 
in a San Domingo without the hload 
shed.” 
en dea Presideut of the Athens Bar, 
Sar 
*'The civil prisaners stiff in Jali were 
condemned for their ideas. Greek 
lawyers are constantly preasing far 
total amnesty, At least, thea cases 
should be reviewed, The trigis were 
not absolutely fair, for they took place 
in a heated climate of aptuien, and 


Demonstrators outside Claridge’s 
daring Klang Canstantine’s reeent 
visit te London, 


ember o Ly 


the judges were not hommes du metier 
(regular judges). There was no evi- 
dence of esplonage m 
Mrs Thalia Koliva, President of the 
Hellenic League for the Defence of 
the Rights of Man, spoke emphatically: 
‘Nothing justifies the retention of 
these men and women in prison. Most 
of them are old and ili, Allegations 
that some of them committed es 
pionage are absolute les. No lawyer 
believes this.” 
In April of this year the International 
ederation of the League for the De- 
fence of the Rights of Man held 4 
Congress in Athens. It unanimously 
passed a resolution calling on the Pap. 
andreou government to release the 
remaining political prisoners, as well 
as to abolish the remaining diserim- 
inatory measures such as the certif 
cate of political reliability still required 
for many types of employment, Mr 
Tsirimokos assured the congress that 
the Papandreou government was seeklag 
a solution either through administrative 
measures or by allowing re-trial before 
the Civil Court of Appeal. 


Spyros Kotsakis 


Winally, I should like to quote from 
Amnesty. sources. This from a@ letter 
from a Norwegian Threes Group | 


“We in the Ski-group have been in 
contact with seme Norwegian lawyers 
who participated in the meeting in 
Paris in 10868 for general amnesty in 
Greece, They are of the opinion that 
the remaining 80 political prisoners 
are prisoners of conscience ... We 
are astonished that Amnesty Interna- 
tional Secretariat considered to sto 
working for prisoners in Greeee, Uf 
they want to be politically neutral, 
they have to continue the work for 
the Communists In Greek jails,” 

And this from an Amnesty document of 

the Jast International Assembly: 


“The International Executive ap» 
proved the practice of the secretariat 
nh accepting the following categories 
for adoption, .. @) Citizeng re-enter 
ing their awn country Ulegally where 
they are punished by imprisonment 
for more than six months.” 

The worst that is held proven against 

most of the remaining prisoner in 

Greece is illegal reentry, 

T should like to ask : 


1. If Greek prisoners may be atlottad 
to Threas Groups on a par with others 
uccused of esplonage, ¢.. in East 
Germany. 


2. Tf an appeal might be sent from 
heru to Mr Stefannponlos an hehal? 
of the 77 peisanera. 
3. But more ureently. may we inake 
an appeal for one prisoner in parli- 
cular, who is dangerenusly Uh Ne ts 
Mr Spyros Kotsakis, liusband af the 
Seeretary of the Assarciation of Prison 
ers' Families, who becange of her paste 
tion does nat make 6 chimanr aheut 
_his case, 
I saw olsakis in Satria and was harri- 
fied at his appearance. 1 Was uot a san 
risé to learn that a day or two later he 
14d been removed to prisamhuspital. He 
had advanced TH, and has now only lwar 
thirds of ane June with which to breathe. 
Saveral cribs are alsy missing; bis heart 
is strained and he haa stomach ond 
nervows disorders; but aided tu all this 
there is now a toxfe candition al the 
thyroid gland and he os Josing weelt 
rapidly « §2 kilos tn the last month, 
Mr Kotsakis waa acauitied) under Law 
AOO in a civil court. Tried again for the 
same offenees in a aniitary court undar 
Law U7A be was candenmed to Ute ine 
prisotument. We has now heen fo prion 
far 10 years. 
] was deeply nyaved and linpreased oy 
the hanesty and courage of the mon 
talkeal to dn Batiria; but must of all] waa 
impressed by fhele epivtt af gesieragity. 
For themselyes they only wanted justice 
a civil (ial by their natural justices, 
Gut they bagged me te concentrate all 
efurts now on helsing Netsakis - qulekly, 
hefore it is jou late, 
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in “one-upmanship” in using a slight 
advantage to squeeze another driver into 


seems to be mainly the old people who 
escape the battle of life and achieve 


operation, a very large proportion of the 
villages are divided by factions and when 
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government, aided at most points by 
ternal assistance, is being slowed dow! 


of youn 
eee 


, al 
Cc 
= let - 
Violence aS a nationa € 
astime ue 
D About 21 
; ; to Narch o 
A correspoudent writes: The visitor Margaret Mead has implied that the ing of the soles of the feet (bastinado) are checked it will not be possible aval America 
arriving in a certain Near-Egstern coun- number of babies heard crying would has scarcely died out, tales of blood and know for example whether medical Ute Policy te 
try which must remain nameless is likely make a useful index; to judge by casual battles are highly esteemed and the ment for bulging eyes and hyperactt ing of 
to be impressed first by the vigour of observation this accords with ather evi- army has to be used to quell unruly thyroid glands, the founding of nutes Peace 
the driving. The taxi drivers are blamed, dence from the country. Mothers in students at the principal university. schools for panes subi educate poe ma 
rather unjustly, for the psycholugical buses and other public places are not el : ep ie. ¢, some other practical reform is the ; hace 5 
situation on the roads. In fact, it is not ashamed to vent their pent-up feelings Mn Fe ee eo ee likely remedy to be successful. Cera commen 
only they who appear to take a delight on their babies and children. Indeed it S'OWET is little gentleness and Co- ty help is needed. The entire work of Peopie | 


abrupt braking. Mvery other driver is 
regarded as a potential opponent and 
occasionally this leads to amusing en- 
counters. 


On one oceesion two drivers came to a 
halt, at a cross-roads in such a position 


some kind of poise, though even in old 
men the aggression they show in their 
bargaining and their delight in outwit- 
ting their opponents are impressive, and 
in reality bear a close psychological re- 
semblance to the brandishing of picks 
and shovels among building workers and 


it was suggested that teachers might 
study the friendships of the children in 
the rural schools they agreed that it 
would be more realistic to ask them 
about their enemies. “ They don’t have 
friends, they have enemies and their 
parents often teach them whom they 


by the high level of aggression; some us 
the money allotted to technical assistant? | 
could profitably he diverted to researe? | 
into this problem, which tends to grow 
worse as the population increases. 
team of sociologists, psychologists, doe 
tors, educators and others working ° 
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that for cither to go forward one would aaa : Stam , +, mustn’t play with or speak to.” One nan : ; ip iscovel 
have had to reverse, but, as this would to oe as, ede eno Rr who was eked Wiener he was going Per ate Cane Ae only ea ut | all O 
have been unmanly and so was out of Sit) a Way aS fo ecg Ppenen's to help his old father building a wall jqentify some new elements in intel 
the question for cultural reasons, they OU te Pavement, round his new garden replied, “ Yes, if {sonal nonflicts Mr Abr 
took to aluse and then got out of their Occasionally ingenious people turn the he pays me.” ; barriste 
cars to fight. When a policeman walked general impatience to profit; undoubtedly eters ; : : The general outlook is by no mea] has bee 
slowly over to them, the drivers, fearing this operates for the bargainer who is In public as in private life aggression wholly gloomy. There is some comfot Police 
arrest, got Into their cars and began not in a hurry for the deal to be conclu. 18 apparent. Such countries are difficult’ jn the thought that the bees which sting | Novem) 
moving away. He, however, signalled to qed. Taxi drivers halt beside bus queues t® govern because people are more intent jost bring in the most honey, FrictlO | Fischer 
them to stop and brought them together for those whose patience is exhausted. 0% overthrowing authority than co- jt has been pointed out, can be made !? | defence 
and insisted on them kissing before One man made a handsome sum by in- operating: tar the sake of reforms, the gorye humanity, in ways other thi } witt-apa 
giving them leave to depart. Apparently troducing the dodgems, providing a general picture is one of violent demon- turning it into electricity. — |} yiivoni 
Lf he a y ake « 5 a i 
I Ee ed a te ane Tae ee aaye ae work Me pp atans ae Sere with torture and death sentences. On Nau 
; : - OF different. Most people in officia) posi- fly 
Ged onhaler Bats atte poor at, the coriay area second, of THs veneal, aerouon of scerenion A exhibition mms 
vA ; fternoon, post. Their exasperation with within an otherwise highly attractive | tence 
' of street fights is a more obvious symp- ae mornin : olleag ry i itte ‘ | ed 
; ‘ : = g work and colleagues is country is drawn, admittedly, by a care. : Tef 
Hee The son of a high official, who 18 dispelled as they change over to their ful selection of impressions. Its signill- ia tant 
' Ha a being one of the brawling mob, afternoon job. Moreover, when the situa- cance may be summed up by an account of Cor Ses fentenc 
| ound his way entirely blocked by a car tign is very frustrating they may take of an elderly official fresh from a violent Dp the fy ; 
parked quite unnecessarily in the middle protest leave, or simply play truant, a quarrel, still pale and trembling, but , law Mr 
| of a narrow street. When the delinquent practice which is widespread at high showing in his eyes not only anger but War Rellefs by Dave Warren. Basemet! of Nicer 
}! Riera Aa A ae school. bewilderment. Maybe it was fanciful to Gallery, Betterbooks, 02 Charing Cr | types of 
j his father’s comment from the back Extreme restlessness is shown in men be- read dee his expression the feeling, Road. Until December 17. 10 Car 
t was, “THe , coming unable to work sitting down, and | Why does this happen to me?” He did mj “cord 
seat was, “He shouldn't fight in front of aoe Be ite: not understand and certainly did not A series of reliefs, every one of the | gna’ 
i his own children. { have often told my by a fomenting of intrigues by cliques. ; é : ceachaiere tors | “Md the 
y 3: ; fetes know how to deal with a situation which made primarily from untinted plast@™ | nop 
sons that they shouldn't do that. ] have Committee meetings reveal among some tAtE airs : ing war 
aig tdanesthatharic } d h the apathy which is often produced by is taken for granted by the local inhabi- The absence of colour is overwhelm ' he adde 
y e when my daughter frustration, though there are times when tants. For generations people have re- shattered legs, bandages, coarse sack! 2 had 


was insulted.” 


It would be difficult to say whether the 
well-to-do fight more because they are 


everyone talks at once despite the efforts 
of the chairman. Occasionally one an- 


sisted the labour of collecting and con- 
sidering the facts by idly referring to 
human nature. The modern version of 


strings, army belts, gas masks, melt 
tubes, abandoned tecth are all dé Hs 
white. The hulks of plaster-soaked W2y 
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better fed ar whether the poor fight more ea hovel: leey opens acy line” this lazy diagnosis is that personal debris grope from backgrounds paint, | Twa’ 
because they are more often in the Even in the home this ‘ masculine quarrels are such a good safety-valve that black. A row of screaming and grim: i | “Oloure¢ 
streets; but whatever the socio-economic Pehaviour holds sway, the typical mem- the countries af the Near Kast do not ing faces dominates the end wal of iad : for a se 
spread, or the spread from season to ber of the family is out for himself, cause major wars. There is only one battered, streaming cellar. A gasmas™ | refusing 
acason, or morning to evening, the num- *!8ter steals husband from sister, 8et- probiem, it is said, and that is how to head gazes forward with bulging, Sty the “su 
ber of fights is so great that it would un. Vants are used as a safety-valve, and improve the safety-valve mechanism. less eyes. A hand thrusts forward wil iat | Ahmed 
doubtedly justify a study by a group ¢ shouted at and cursed. Food Is at- ghoulish gesture. The figure of a sold", | monty. 
of systematic observers, it ig true that tacked with an extraordinary vigour, and Seen from close quarters a much more jpumbered 165 waits expressionless 1n ©) had be 
the brawls are often merely a rough the dominating behaviour of the father convincing theory appears to be needed. baggy sacking clothes, hands faster | William 
and tumble between boys which woulag i 4 pattern of life to be copied when- A study should be made of the deviants behind it, for execution by firing saya | Secretar 
be dismissed by some as human nature. Ve? possible by all. Panes abe de society, a8 one possible A hideous lolling mutilated body, swollt | Peoples 
If so there is less human nature in some In schools and universities corporal pun- ee pe ame oe these, it is interesting with the gases of the killed, torn mak | 1063, Ww 
countries further east. ishment is common and severe, the beat- note, had mothers who were able to punctured by bullets, is near the Wy 1 Aupugt 
organise some kind of team-work with fed smirk of a survivor, A seattering 4 Nildrey 
their husbands through sheer force of artificial poppies provides a gash of re) Mr Jack 

: character, and thus rear children who jn the roam. foy Re 
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He said: life. It is by no means clear, however, talks of the weird ideas many peo, ‘Decial, 

“ Let’s stay here which is cause and which is effect, or have of what happens in war, of the jy | he. } 
Nawehicclaee hatemprind whether they are both caused by some numerable films depicting glorion, and gia 
p : p other factors. Is it significant that in sprawled bodies with no bullet-ho, | from A 

t 


and make gentle pornography with one another, 


While the partygoers go out 


these same countries the climate is very 
rigorous, very hot in summer and cold 


countless craggy heroes biting the Hol 
wood dust. He talks of the body he ul 


EDS j in winter, or hot by day and cold by after it had been in the Thames 93). Di 

pr aie caw creeps Dy night? Vegetarians may notice that they weeks, of the swollen corpses on 4 cy tenes , 
te : are pastoral countries where cooked and war battlefield in an old photogt@l, | gyyoe 

Let us not hesitate over what we know partly cooked meat is a large part of the This exhibition of corpses points i Pour 
Or over how cold this place has become, diet. nasty truth. KS “Urres 
But let's unclip our minds and let tumble free Until these and similar possible factors DICK WILCOC 48 year 
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So they did, PLEASE SEND ME TRIBUNE || bis." 

‘ wASE § i 
Right there among the woodbines and the guinness stains 5 ; ae ac Selby 
and later he caught a bus, and she a train | U Nn ee FOR EIGHT WEEKS put ag 
and all there was between them then ‘ ‘ . persona 
Was rain. is not the most pacific of I ENCLOSE 6s (US $1) of. acy 
left-wing weeklies i nceks i 
‘ 7 ats 

INA PINK KIND It is angry, turbulant, and NAME... 0... a an 
sometimes intolerant - but ees pitered 

OF DAWN never of vegetarians,  flat- ADDRESS... ee prea 
Ite pini@kind of deen corlngs on PAD alr? Party touth y 
readjusting your conscience ee pi) ee ee ee the That 
you wake and every Friday from all nd Nov 
woken you dream, newsagent Ist ela ge” eam a re Panorti 
or 50 it seems ‘ ’ : ; oq 6h. 


and lakes you have swam in 


had you been strong enough 


special offer 


222 Strand, London W.C.2- 


" 

eal) 

Lb eee sal 

Nas id. — * 


he possible t0 
‘r medical treab 
ind hyperactivé 
ding of nursel 
Jal education oF 
rm is the mos 
cessful, Certalt 


st points by & 
iz slowed dow! 
ession; some 0 
inical assistance 
ted to research 
1 tends to groW 
r increases. 

chologists, (oe 
rs working 
iL only discovel 
al reforms. bit 
ents in intern 


by no means 
; some comfort 
wes which stind 
honey, Frictio® 
can be made 
ys other that 


| 


ition 
1S 


irren. Basemel 
2 Charing Cro 
17, 


'y one of thelt 
itinted plaste!™ 
overwhelnile 
coarse sackiny 
; masks, met j 
ure all det 
iter-soaked Wa, 
‘rounds painté 


ng and grimay | 


ond wall of Ue 
rA gasmaske! 
bulging, sig? 
forward with 

ure of a sold’ 
essionless in" 
hands fastems 
yy firing sau 


wel 
d body, swoon 


illed, torn ik 
near the wé 
A seatterin’ 4 
3 a gash of © 


{ 
‘a8 all ? 
rices to al iy 


ope of anybow 
r gallery wou 
tests, The arly 


10 
iting the 
i@ body he 
ie Thames 
‘pses on a © " 
ld photograls 
es points 


K wiLcock® 
es 


TRIBUNE 


Many thousands 


march 


in US and Britain 


About 20,000 people joined in Saturday's 
March on Washington, organised by the 
Amencan Committee for a Sane Nuclear 
Policy to demand a halt in the US bontb- 
My of Vietnam and negotiations for 
Peace. 

The march was said to represent 140 
peace proups, and several reporters 


ie | Commented that many older middle-class 
tire work of the | 


People had joined the expected turnout 


9 youny people and students, Several 
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South Africa 
suppresses 
all opposition 


Mr Abram Kiseher, the South African 
‘arrister and anti-apartheid leader, who 
Nas been on the run from Verwoerd’s 
police since January, was arrested on 
‘Yovember 11 in Johannesburg. Bram 
‘Ischer js best known for his court 
defences in the “Treason Trial” of 156 
Mtti-apartheid Jeaders (1956-1961) the 
wtivonia Trial” of Nelson Mandela, 
Walter Sisulu and seven others (1963- 
464) and many other political cases. 

29 November 16, Mr Isaac Heymann, the 
"Tst of South Africa’s four 180-day 
Ilainces, was one of two people sen- 
enced to 12 inonths’ imprisonment for 
Telusing to give evidence when called as 
an State witness in a trial. The other man 
*enteneed was Phillip Sello. Explaining 
te function of the 180-day detention 
an Mr Vorster, South African Minister 
ty, Justice, has said that under it three 
‘Pes of witness could be held - the one 
"No came to seek protection of his own 
“cord, the one who was going to decump, 
4d the one who was in danger but did 
Nat want protection. In the recent past, 
‘C added, six witnesses lad been killed, 
had fled the country, and 43 had 
veltised lo give evidence “as a result of 
{iiuence heing brought to bear on 
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‘Wo weeks ago, Dennis Wessels, a 
fewired school teacher, was sentences 
nee 4 seeond six months’ term in jail for 
F SNE to give evidence in a case under 
Ah, Suppression of Cornmmunism Act. 
ioe’ Osman was also sentenced for six 
hy. ‘ths on the same charge. Both men 
we been asked to give evidence against 
soot Jacobus Bok. Mr Bok, who was 
Pooctary of the South African Coloured 
ljeples Congress until he was banned in 
ao} was arrested with 11 others on 
eust 12. of 1 
yldren. 
for Hack Govender, who left South Africa 
Rive Sechuanaland in June rather than 
Undac dence against a friend charged 
a “Cr the Suppression of Communism 
Is said to have been kidnapped from 
‘huanaland. His wife, who remained 
es. South Africa, was visited by the 
veelal branch of the police following 
L husband's disappearance, and she 
tron Sx of the children, ranging in age 
* 1 five to 19 years, were all taken to a 
" ICE station for questioning. ; 
.! October 27, a 83-year-old) African, 
ipa a Joho, of Port Elizabeth, was sel- 
tahoe! to five years’ imprisonment for 
Poe te commilted in October 1962, 
ier, years of |iis sentence will run con- 
ny SHLTyy with an cxistiny sentence of 
himgrats he is serving for conviction on 
ar olfences. 
Svember 14, 
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tog ft & dollar credit: in the United 
a and will be used to finance pur- 
S Of Capital goods. 


hundred pro-war counter-demonstrators 
appeared, including uniformed members 
of the American Nazi Party. One Nazi 
carried a banner reading ° ree gasahne 
and iatches for peace creeps,” and 
another carried a can of petro] - a 
reference to the recent suicides by burn- 
ing of two pacifists. 

A delegation of march leaders spent twa 
hours at the White House with a presi- 
dential adviser. They emerged saying 
that he had given them “very little 
satisfaction.” 

President Johnson later issued a 
ment that the demonstration was 
of the freedom guaranteed to all 
Americans.” But his) press secretary 
added: ‘He is obviously more impressed 
by the other kind of demonstration tak- 
ing place in South Vietnam, where tens 
of thousands of other Americans are 
serving, their country and offering them- 
selves in support of freedom.” 


state, 
“part 


In a battle which took place on Saturday 
near Saigon, an estimated 800 South 
Vietnamese troops and 3800 Viet Cong 
were killed. US losses were not revealed, 
Casnalties among the South Vietnamese 
troops were increased when they were 
mistakenly bombed by US planes. 


Britain 

In Britain, about 4,000 people took part 
in a torchlit march in London. Marches, 
Vizlls and meetings also took place in 
Manchester, Sheftield, Hull, Oxford, 
Liverpool and Edinburgh. In Manchester, 
tt people were arrested when police 
broke up a meeting in Albert Square, 
after a march. In Edinburgh, university 
and town committees for peace in Vict- 
nam and CND groups organised a march, 
picket and motorcade. 


Europe 
Apart from the Frankfurt demonstration, 
reported below, there were meetings, 


vigils and marches in several countries 
of Kurope. Marehes in Bonn and Paris 
were shown on British television on 
Saturday, and the Daily Worker reported 
on Monday that hundreds of thousands 
demonstrated in Haly, including 20,000 
in Rome. A torchlit march was also held 
in Munich. 


Frankfurt 


A correspondent writes: Frankfurt’s 
Inarch on November 26 in solidarity with 
the American marches against the war in 
Vietnam ended with a brief closing 
speech in the Dornbusch area outside the 
city centre, near one of Frankfurt’s big 
American military housing estates, 

While the temperature was dropping to 
freezing there had been a tarchlight pro- 
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: 


Demonstrators against the war in Vietnam on the steps of St Pauls after 
the forch-lit march round the West End of London tast Saturday night. 
The march was organised by CND, the British Couneil for Peace in 
Vietnam, the Committee of 100 and the Peace Pledge Union. 


cession frome the town centre with about 
5U0 people taking part. 

The spokesman for the Kampagne flr 
Abritshing, recalling Chancellor Mrhard’s 
expression on behalf of the German 
people in support of Mr Johnson's Viet- 
ham policies. said: “We too, are the 
German people and we wish to dissociate 
ourselves from this statement.” 

He went on to compare the conduct of 
the United States authoriues in Vietnam 


with those actions that the Americang 
and other powers had condenuod at 
Nurcunbery after the Second Warlit War. 

There is a thiek sprinkle of Amerivanr 
living jn this part af the city in addition 
to those in the housing estate, Several 
were seen looking at the marchers with 
their torches and banners, but the anly 
American camment overheard was: 
“took at atl thase hroads. I never saw 
su many broads on a march before.” 


Italian CO priest on trial: 
War Resisters publish his defence 


The War Resisters’ International is 
publishing, in pamphlet form, the setf. 
defence of Father Lorenzo Milani, who is 
to #o on trial on December J4 in Italy 
because of a letter he wrote to the press 
challenging: a statement made by ex- 
Inilitary chaplains condemning — con- 
scientious objection. 


The military chaplains’ statement claimed 
that conscientious objection was “ ay 
insult to the country" and “ foretgn to 
the Christian command of love” They 
Maintained that conscientious objection 
“Us an expression of cowardice.” 


In his reply, which was published in 
several papers, Father Milani points out 
that the Catholic church itself has nat 
Inade any ruling on conscientious objec. 
tion, Those men wha are in prison for 
refusing to do military services are there 
because thay have broken a man-inade 
law, not because they are proven 
“ eowards.” 


On the day fixed for the first hearing af 
his trial in Oetaber, Father Milant was 
i and sent a written “self defence * 
and wedieal certiticeale, In his defence, 
{he priest stresses that his Wpess “is 
the only reason for my absence.” He ia 


not absent from court out of any lack of 
respect for the state. 

Mast of his defence is built around his 
position as a schoolteacher and the 
effects wrong ideas of “right” and 
“Jaw night have on his pupils. We says 
that before he wrote the letter for which 
he has been browht to trial, he and his 
pupils went over a huadred years af 
Italian history to see if they could find a 
“just war, “a war, in other wards, to 
which one could apply ariiele 1 of the 
Italian Constitution,” tle says that they 
vould nat find such a war, 

Later he criticises the idea of blindly 
oheying orders aud cites the example af 


what happencd under  Musso}ini’s 
orders: 
“Our Archbishop, Cardinal Plority, 


wrote thal ‘if as preetically mupossible 
for the single trulividual to evaluate the 
manifold aspects of the question af the 
morality of the arders  yseegived? 
iLetler to Ue Cletus, April 4, 1465) 
Lam sure he did not mean the orders 
the German nurses reesived to kin 
thir patlents. Or those Badowlia re- 
ceived amt transmitted to his soldiers, 
that is, to fire on hospitals (telegram 
of Mussolini, March 9, 1940), ar to use 


Poison pas... . Those ohedian( afticers 
and soldiers who threw barrels of 
paustard was ure War erminals, even 
though they have not yet heen 
prosecuted” 
Father Milani points out that the daw 
Trine that the Jaws of God are superior 
ta the Jaws of yan bas always been up 
held by the Cuthotie Chureh and that 
in niany ways the Iswe of God and may 
are in @yreement Hab there are stil 
cabea in which the laws of the state are 
in conitict with the fawe af the church, 
fn such Cases, Ure aetion at a man such 
as a Priest is claar: he must obey ae 
laws of his church. ; 
in concluding his defence, Mather Milani 
looks at possible tytare wars that cul 
be waged with wurclesr weapons. He 
argues that im tubire there can be no 
such thing as a juat war. 
The WU is publishing the selfatefeneo 
before Mather Milani'a trial so that tie 
dividuals and orgsnisa(lana can sens} 
letlers ef support ta Milani in dime fap 
the trial 
Orders for the pamphlet should te sent 
ta: War Resisters’ Diternational, Danse 
bury Hotise, 88 Park Avenue, alleid, 
Afidiilemes, at ds per copy or €4 per 100, 
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T. Wignesan 


How Tar 


Edward Bond's play “Saved” was 


can you 


commissioned by the Royal Court 


Theatre for a repertory season. In June the play was submitted to the 
eensor who objected (o parts of the text and said that before the play 
could be presented to the public, two scenes would have to eut oul. 
One of the offending scenes showed a haby being stoned to death; the 
other showed a young man being sexually aroused by darning a middle- 
aged woman’s stocking. The Royal Court’s artistic director, William 
Gaskill, decided against making the cuts and presented the play in the 
theatre’s private club. Press opinions were so divided on the play’s 
merits, (hat (he Royal Court held a teach-in on it. 

Jn this article, a Malaysian writer discusses the play and the teach-in 
with particular reference to Edward Bonds claim that “ the violence 
ju the play Is about violence everywhere.” 


in his open letter to critics distributed 
at the “teachin,” dward Bond = con- 
cluded: 
“Y domt see why a critic should not 
find a play too subtle and disturbing 
for him to understand when he first 
sees it, and be prepared to revise his 
opinion when he sees it again,” 
On one score at Jeast, | see no reason 
to revise my opinion of the play on 
hindsight. Even William Gaskill’s  ex- 
plated about the violence in the play 
wing controlled caunot convinee me that 
the characters from South London work- 
ing-class life project the play as a meta- 
phor for something larger, or as Bond 
put it, “for the cultural and spiritual 
Hife of a country where people are unable 
to make contact, and equally unable to 
bo sympathetic to one another.” 
Wor can [ accept without reservation 
Bond’s thesis that “the vjalence in the 
play is about violence everywhere, in 
Africa or Vietnam, (or) that it is in- 
tended to bring the horror of the situa- 
tion to a London audience.” 
ilas Saved brought the horror of violence 
any more yraphically than the action 
pictures from Vietnam, apartheid Africa, 
or even the results of a comparatively 
ouinor London murder? None of the char- 
acters in the play, even if they share a 


common economic background of servi- 
tude with the oppressed coloured peo- 
ples, know or can quite understand the 
degrading ennui of being considered 
racially inferior. None of the characters 
seems forced within the physically and 
psychologically emasculating cleft-stick 
of the embattled Vietnamese peasant. 
The range of their experience limits the 
metaphor. 

Curiously, though, the play has a breadth 
which permits reading Bond's claims into 
it. In his remarks ahout ‘controlled 
violenve " at the teach-in, William Gaskill 
referred to the baby-killing scene and 
its delicate execution. Pam, after dis- 
covering her baby had been murdered, 
stalked out, pushing the pram, numb- 
struck. Uf she had screamed, it would 
not have had the effect the director in- 
tended. 

Unfortunately, in anather scene in the 
play Pam gives out a shriek which 
everyone in the audience must have 
heard, and another character, Len, was 
overcome by a violent ‘ seizure” which 
everyone in the audience must have 
seen. Gaskill’s “controlled violence” had 
several lapses. 

Why, in any case, should it be import- 
ant to draw the line with stage violence? 
lf the intention of the playwright or 


lf your Christmas m 
no chance to grow 


Every 


you're hungry. 


eant no food, and i 
more, you’d hope 


that someone with enough to eat would 
remember you and give to Oxfam. Please 
make that hope come true for one : 
forgotten family-quickly. i 


hour counts when 


90? 


director was to hint at the innate violence 
in us all, then stopping the violence 
just al the inoment of no return is no 
preat virtue or dramatic achievinent. 


Saved is about people who need saving 
mainly from themselves, but it does not 
quite show how, or even if they can be 
saved. AS a play it has its great moments, 


ingenious constructions, compelling 
situations, humour. Even the author's 
contention that the play is about a 


Hiberal Quen) and his attempts to pacify 
his environment is true and = subtly 
managed, But if we were to judge the 
claims of some speakers at the teach- 
in, including Bond’s and his supporters’ 
interpretations and justifications, then 
we must ask outright: has the play 
succeeded in showing, after the baby- 
killing scene, the consequences of the 
unwilling act of violence? If it does, 
then we nay ask: is it necessary to 
show that we are all responsible for 
acts of violence over which, in the first 
place, we have no really effective con- 
trol? 

Thus, a conundrum is developed that 
can academically be answered by 
squarely accusing the shape and pro- 
gress of society. If the play simply does 
this and little rmore, then, in my opinion, 
the play is lacking something. 

The first speaker in the teach-in, Mary 
McCarthy, thought the play “very, very 
good,” and said it reminded her of the 
“young Osborne’s Look Hack in Anger.” 
Saved, she said, is a play about limits, 
ahout how far we can go on the stage 
with violence and obscenity - especially 
with the audience. She considered that 
much of the action was a parody of the 
real thing: for example, in the first scene 
there is sexual intercourse presented so 
that ‘you have it, and you don't.’ She 
particularly felt the humour and wit 
worthwhile and thought the critics were 
prudish in not mentioning this. 

Bond himself said that the “total mis- 
understanding '' many had shown to- 
wards his play made him feel ‘like a 
Roman in an outpost among barbarians.” 
He thought unsympathetic criticisms of 
the play had been pretty hysterical. 
Just like the hysteria of the play's char- 
acters, a tone of confusion underlay the 
critics’ incompetent reporting. He said 
his motives were not to provide vicarious 
enjoyment, “but something hike that 
anyway.” (Later in the teach-in, Ken- 
neth Brown, author of The Brig, attemp- 
ted to explain what titillation could do - 
“it could help to arouse the audience.”) 
Bond claimed that if the eritics had 
understood the subtlety of the actions, 
they would have done English theatre 
tradition a preat service and that if 
there had been a continuous development 
of English drama, his play would have 
seemed to have resulted from such a 
tradition. As things stood, he said, the 
critics’ “subjective, careless, self-indul- 
gent and destructive” attitudes have 
not served to establish a school of criti- 
cism (sic). 

J. W. Lambert objected to Mary Me- 
Carthy’s analysis that the play was about 
how far “you can go” and stated that 
in his opinion Saved had to be considered 
from three different stand-points: first, 
the play Edward Bond set out to write 
(‘Y am sure he must have had the best 
of intentions”); second, the play he 
actually wrote (and this was ‘too 
thin”); and finally, the performance it- 
self (which was a form of 20th century 
“bear baiting”). 

In the circumstances, Lambert thought, 
the play was aesthetically indefensible, as 
it did not contain sufficient moral balan- 
ces, Of the baby-killing scene, described 
as “delicately executed,” he thought 
“the greater delicacy, the greater the 
offence.” The titillation in thea violence 
and eroticism of the actions was not jus- 
tified as the excitement generated ob- 
scured the intent of the play itself. 

Mr Lambert’s courage in sticking to his 
guns soon brought the wrath, almost 
violence, of the play's supporters on his 
head. 

I wondered why, during all these delib- 
erations, Kenneth Tynan, serenely in the 
chair, maintained his non-commitment, 
when it would have been for more profit- 
able in the interests of theatre to find 
out what the speakers thought of the 
play's merits as bearing out the play- 
wright’s claim to be far more concerned 
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with the consequences than the causes of ae the 
violence. By contrast, a ventleman from equiy 

the floor, after stating that he had nol | gov voca 
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Scott’s mitt, 


Fi : x j i) 
Since it opened six years ago, Ronme foetituc 


Scott’s club has hecome the mecca # : immincs 
modern jazz in London. For the las) ers 
four of these six years, the club has ple) ys No 
sented leading American musiciam™ mats 

as well as thé} od sen 


mostly saxophonists, 
“chosen few” of British jazz playelt | 
Ben Webster, Stan Getz, Roland Kith thee 
Sonny Rolling - men who have created | °° last 

new and original ways of playing jal ° | Let us 
have all appeared there. “ssons 

Now the club is moving temple to are | !undeq 
and more comfortable premises. TH | NOt as a 
musical policy too, is expanding; inst ) Pressure 
mental jazz and jazz-influenced sing! oment, 
will share the limelight. . |, one 

I suppose the cluh’s old address, Gerral™ | 4Ve in , 
Street, will sink back into oblivion, U® | that the 
remembered as the birthplace of 4: sue jpn 
legend of cramped seats, miniatul™) “ay, yy 
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tabies, musical integrity and prices unl | Marker 
lievable to jazz fans. F S5U0 gt 
Playing the club out is the Americ!) The },,) 
tenor saxist, arranver and compose the reg; 
Benny Golson. As a player he is b& | The fam 
known for his time with Art Blakey’ | Moveq 
Jazz Messengers; and with Art Fart Alderm 
in the Jazztet he collahorated on reco! Onse 
with Roland Kirk, as an arranger. ' Slement 
By way of an appreciation, his mo Ader y 
famous composition, | Remember Clit Nessury 
ford, was played by Tubby Hayes on tf! Now 
night I went to sea him. Follow! | Unilater 


Hayes’ hard-blowing set, Golson caf?! 
to the stand. 

His neatly tailored, bespectacled 
pearance belies the potential aggressl¥e 
ness of his music. Opening the first 6 Oto) gig 
with a rather uneasy version of All @ | The 
nothing at all, he then swung into ™ \ Much y 
uptempo number, Stablemates. Now Ueteg a 
notes came fiying, with nicely broké Power \ 
runs that accentuated the pulse of @! | le 
rhythm. A bass solo by Rick Laird D* | W 


came a piece of collective improvis® | Why py. 
tion by drums, bass and sax, none taki! Lahouy 
the lead. This unusual practice i he gg 


modern jazz) showed that Golson was % | Act, th 
much concerned about the overall sou™ | Parjjan, 
as he was about his own playing. ON | eve 
Stella by Starlight he repeated his & | Weipny 
Joyable trick of ending a solo unexP | ° 
tedly, apparently stil) in #1" 
swing. J rt 
“One, two, 1-2-3-4," and Golson eountl 
in the fastest imaginable version p 
Three Little Words, jabbing at wm 
chords with short, agitated phrases, a 
peated and modified with nervous Ls 
controlled attack. There was no mit! 
less running up and down the notes © 
the chord, leaving the important busine’ 
of swinging to the rhythm section. * 
Golson’s improvisation the melodic an 
percussive elements were at one, Follo*, 

ing Ronnie Stephenson's drum sal 4 Tor 
series of exchanges between sax an * 
drums, shrinking from eight bars pe : 


while 


to four, then to two, created fierce a : 

citement as Stephenson repeated note fof itket ¢ 
note on his drum kit Golson’s improvi® 1 for pi 
tions. 5, 4 Ntent 
The second set opened with a fast blvey \{orgar 
again exhibiting the arranger in Goll’, 16 Dane, 
as he riffed discreetly behind a bar | Mon ahe 
solo. The highspot of this set was a ale { Wary fe 


and sympathetic performance of 
ballad How Deep is the Ocean, The sant : Me od 
phone enveloped the tune in a Wally | 4heek 
soft tone, implying the appropls’, ly 
chord by the occasional addition of ‘poUsm 
single note. The solo was a model nl@ 
“rightness,” with a passage at douP sy 
tempo and then hack toa the origi, 
romantic mood for Stan Tracey's inte?” 
spikey piano solo, git 
0 say & musician plays tastefully oft. 
implies that he plays without pas? sd 
But when this taste is a natura ce 
unselfconscious expression of mua 
sensitivity, it only serves to enhanced: 
sion and to give it added beauty: © 
is the talent of Benny  Goison. 
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Compromised 


len Henderson starts his article (“ Birth 
: 4 monster,” November 19) fairly 
iat ian then after arguing correctly that 
a Integration movement must learn 
a the hitter experience of CND, he 
be No amount of hypocrisy and 
qauivocation by the government should 
it Celve anyone into believing that there 
he real protest in the Labour Party.” 
the argues from there: “ To embarrass 
that Eabour MPs) in their efforts at 
ie, Stage in the way that so many of 
b Ir parliamentary friends were em- 
qurtassed by the wilder factions in CND 
Suld be a disaster.” 


“ane openly — racialist 
-PPOSition, as happened at Smethwick at 


iat us instead remember what the 
forees of CND were. The CND was 
noes not as a unilateralist campaign, 
re 48 a campaign of the streets. Under 
a ssure of the DAC and other “ wilder” 
p meats, it became both of these. Even 
tiy One of the most honest of its execu- 

in January 1959 told the New Left 


= the bomb was the most important 
I iay” in British politics; and the next 


“ making a speech in Swaffham 
qeket place, neglected to mention this 
he atall, 
“ae bomb became an electoral issue ay 
pe, cesult. of voters’ veto and INDEC, 
oy famous T&GWU resolution was only 
Ald ed after CND had staged the 1059 
be earch, and this CND did in re. 
ne to pressure from its ‘wilder 
Panacits:’ So even the Scarborough 
pee victory was the product of leftist 
SSUTQ, 
i unit. two of these responsible Labour 
no ecralists sit in the Cabinet and make 
he resistance to Labour's retention of the 
\b and its support for the Vietnam 


os 
kJ 


War: é 
lage’ and other prominent Labour uni- 
Talists (Wedgwood Benn, Swingler 


ete) 
ye are also involved in this hetrayal. 


lesson of CND is : 

n § therefore ver 

inc, what the “ wilder elements ” ae 

oye all along, that once Labour was in 
efticn we would see few if any of the 

Way's slill advocating unilateralism. 

wh Ir Henderson give any reason 
ia? he should think that the anti-racist 
ag oe MPs (and if there are as many 

lug” SAYS exist as a matter of verifiable 


Mentary party, and are therefore 


d | nanii,they are little short of half the 
Vi 


¢ 
ly now in a iti a 
W position to make their 
oye felt) would be any less likely to 
Promise than the old Lahour ‘uni- 
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lateralists, or indeed the back-sliders on 
this issue mentioned by Paul Foot in two 
recent articles in Tribune? In point of 
fact many of these rebels he mentions 
are the same people who have already 
pocketed their consciences on the bomb, 
on British imperialism in Aden and 
Guiana, on promised aid to wunder- 
developed countries; and since they have 
seen the party to which they belong 
reverse its position on immigration with- 
out any real protest, they may already 
be conceived to have compromised on 
this issue. 

Laurens Otter, 

Yolstol, New Yatt Road, 

North Leigh, Witney, Oxen. 


Democracy at school 


As an older teacher who believes in 
children being allowed the greatest 
possible freedom of physical movement 
and pérsonal response, I was relieved to 
read towards the end of Pat Arrowsmith’s 
article, ‘ Democracy at school" (Novem- 
ber 12), that the well-meaning people 
who had written and distributed to 
schoolchildren the defy-authority leaflets, 
had already realised that both content 
and method needed drastic rethinking. 


T have had experience in primary, 
secondary, and special schools, and 
although I may have been lucky in the 
schools that have elected to have me, I! 
have usually found a high degree of 
freedom permitted to the teacher in his 
own classroom to work out what seems 
fo him a satisfactory relationship with 
the children, Other teachers have found 
this to be so; have even been embarrassed 
by the gift of this freedom; and what is 
important to such concerned folk as the 
Ilford Libertarian Group, they do not 
always Know how best to use it. 

Two obvious comments emerge. One that 
some teachers who have a free hand in 
the classroom may use it to impose harsh 
authoritarian inethods. The other, that 
whatever good is achieved in the class- 
room may be damazed through an 
authoritarian regime existing in the 
school as a whole. 

The point that 1 want to maka however 
is that it is not the children who should 
be incited by leaflets to high rebellion, 
but the teachers who should be invited 
to work out ways of introducing into the 
schools such enlightened attitudes and 
methods as will bring out the co-opera- 
tion of  self-disciplined, mentally-free 
children. 


To face young adolescents with the task 
of suddenly turning the establishment 
upside-down and inside-out, is to place 
an unwarranted burden an ther 
shoulders, 

I] am glad that the campaigners have 
come to see that this is not an approach 
which is likely to achieve a much-needed 
educational reform. 

Cyril Wright, 

Editor, Peace Pledge Union 

“ducation Travelling File, 

ti Chiekereil Road, Swindon, Wilts. 


Meat-eating 


Roger Moody, in his excellent article 
(November 25), points out that the meat- 
eater, by making semi-intensive farming 
a necessity, deprives the animal world 
of some basic rights. 

But articles published in Peace News - 
and elsewhere - in 1952, by Petar Free- 
man, MP, demonstrate in detail that one 
meat-eater is depriving about 50 of his 
fellow human beings of their birthright: 
food. More recently, as a contribution to 
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Friends Vegetarian Society state: “1.63 
acres of land will feed either on a meat 
and vegetable diet onc, or on a meatless 
chet five!" 

These facts speak for themselves, 

Olwen Battersby, 

5 Madeley Road, Lontion W.5. 


Fluoridation 


fu reply to Mrs Turnbull's letter (Novem- 
ber 19), 1 wish tu repeat that scientific 
arguments against fluoridation are false. 
For example, none of the assertions in 
her section 2 is true. There is proof that 
the tecth of people of all ages brought 
up in areas where the fluoride ion con- 
tent of the water is | ppm are better 
than those of people brought up where 
the content is much smaller. The evi- 
dence is documented in Reports on Public 
Health and Medical Subjects No 105 
(HMSO, 1962) and in a special issue of 
the British Dental Journal (Vol 119 No 


7, October 1964), 
When Mrs Turnbull refers to the 
“Weaver investigation,” she means a 


paper by the late Dr R. Weaver in the 
Zritish Dental Journal in 1850 (Vol 88, 
p 231). Dr Weaver studied only 100 
adults (a non-random sample) in West 
Hartlepool, where the natural fluoride 
ion concentration is 2ppm; he discovered 
that adults have more bad leeth than 
children (could it he the other way 
round?). He did not give figures for a 
fluoride jonfree region as a basis of 
comparison, but where this has heen 
done, it shows that the benefit due to 
Pr ere will persist throughout adult 
ife. 


People are afraid of fluoridation. They 
have before now seen the tragic von- 
sequences af the use of things deemed 
safa by experts. They are unable to judge 
for themselves why, even after such 
tragedies, it is possible to he confident 
in the evidence far the safety of the 
fluoridation of water supplies. This fear 
is understandable, aud I sympathise with 
it; but it is a mistake to try to justify 
this fear with bogus science. The best 
argument against fluoridation is that 
people are afraid of it. But then children 
are afraid of the dentist. 
A. Eades, 
7 Clarendon Street, Cambridge. 


Zhenya Belov 


We are writing to try to enlist support 
for our campaign to release Zhenya 
Belov fram a Russian mental hame. 


Relov was the interpreter to a group of 
Bnglish students who were visiting Mos. 
cow in August 1964. They talked a lot 
about politics and at that time Belov, 
even amongst fellow OE TE had a 
reputation for being an ardent and vaca) 
Connnunist. 


The following year, when four of the 
English students met him again, he had 
altered his opinions. While remaining a 
Communist he had hecoma critical of the 
Itussian regime, and had written to the 
Soviet Prime Minister, Mr Kosygin, put- 
ting forward his own views, suggesting 
radical alterations to the Russian state's 
structure and composition. Jt was at this 
time that he asked the English students 
to publicise his case, if anything should 
hefali him. 


After a few days in Moscow the English 
students went io Japan, but on their 
return ta Moscow Heley waa not at the 
airport as arranged. On enquiry they 
found that he had been put in a mental 
home (this was subsequently confirmed 
by the Soviet authorities) and his parents 


Christmas Cards 
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were apparently arrested (if so, perhaps 
now released), 
Subsequently the Russian authorities 
were asked privately whether an indepen- 
dent psychiatrist or one of Belov’s 
friends could visit him, This drew a 
blank, even though considerable time was 
given to the Russians; as a result we have 
resorted to a public campaign. 


After a half-page article appeared in the 
Guardian, the paper received a letter 
from Belov’s father, claiming that his son 
was in fact mentally unbalanced. This 
letter was received through the corres- 
pondent of Komsomoalskaya Pravda, and 
we doubt its authenticity, The Daily 
Worker has had an interview with the 
father, but there js also uncertainty over 
this; since if the man they interviewed 
really was Belov’s father he may wall 
have been forced to say what the Russian 
authorities told him. 
There has also been an article in Isvestia 
which was highly abusive but which 
mainly attacked British foreign poliey 
the Guardian, Peter Benenson 0 
Amnesty International Belov was one 
of their “prisoners of the month” in 
October), and Belov's English student 
friends. Belov himself is mentioned toa 
lesser extent, and what is said carries 
very little conviction, Amnesty Inter: 
national, in fact, is beyond doubt an 
impartial organisation, which was prejred 
by the USSR for its work in releasing 
prisoners in Portugal, South Africa ete. 
While there is not absolute conchisive 
pioat that he js not schizophrenie, ag the 
tussians claim, it seems to .us ta be 
highly improbable, especially ag his is 
not the first case: for example, Naritsa, 
the. sculptor and writer, Fsenin-Volpin, 
and Tarsis (who wrote Ward 7) were all 
sent to a mental home, and these cases 
are only the most publicised, 

We would therefore be most grateful if 
any readers who are sympathetic would 
help us in any way: what we need most 
is publicity. We welcome all opinions, 
and I must emphasise that we are not 
anti-Soviet, anti-Communist. 
Christopher R, Jones, 

Zhenya Belov Appeal Committee, 
50 Barrow Road, Eanaen S.W.16. 


& 
South Africa 


Would any schoolteacher like her pupils 
to correspond with pupils in. South 
Africa? : 

T have been sent 25 letters from 32-14 
year-old African children hy a school 
teacher friend who is a Peaee News 
reader, If anyone interested wil] let. 
me know, ] will forward them imme) 
diately, 

David Sharpe, 

§ Columbus Drive, 
Pensby, Heswall, 

Wirral, Cheshire, 


Thanks 


Edinburgh University Council for Peace 
in Vietnam would ike to thank local: 
YCND groups for their support in last 
weekend’s demonstrations, and apologiaes 
to thase who were disappointed to find 
the picket at the US Consulate did not 
continue as long a8 was planned. RN: 
D. Macintosh, ‘ 
The Old Schoolhouse, 

Cramond, Edinburgh 4, 


A thought 


I think the man who writes the letters,” 
should write the rest of the newspaper, 
A. Williams, eae 
110 Gloveester Avenue, Lonion NAW, 


PRISONERS FOR PEACE 
@ CHRISTMAS CARDS 
100 asstd £1 post free 
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OXFAM'S 
CHRISTMAS 
RALLY 


Part of the audience at Oxfam’s 
Trafalgar Square rally last Sunday, 
held to Taunch the Oxfam = Christ- 
mas  campalgn. Schoolchildren, 
MPs, 'TV and theatre personalities 
took part in the rally, which ended 
with a march down Whitehall to 
Downing Street, where an Oxfam 
collecting box was presented to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
During the Christmas campaign, 
collecting boxes are heing distri- 
buted (to homes all over the 
country. 
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Town prospers when base closes 


The following report, which originally 
appeared in the New York Times on 
August 29, has heen reprinted and dis- 
tributed by the New England Committee 
for Nonviolent Action, of Voluntown, 
Connecticut, USA: 


Not long ago the small American town 
of Presque Isle, Maine, was dwarfed by 
the Presque Isle Air Force Base. 

Then, in October, 1061, the base was 


closed. It should have meant economic 
disaster for Presque Isle, a community 


March to prison 


Sixty people, incliding a coachload of 
women and children from King Till 
Hostel, West Malling, Kent, marched 
fran Lambeth Town Hall to Brixton 
Prison last Sunday in support of two men 
jailed for defying a High Court order 
not to visit their wives at the hostel. 
The demonstrators marched round the 
prison, shouting vreelings through a 
loudhailer, and arms were seen waving 
from cell windows, Two of the children 
carried placards saying: ' My daddy is in 
prison for being a good daddy.” 
fhe judge who imprisoned the two men, 
Mr cian Lomas and Mr Roy Millis, told 
them that they were not the only people 
to be separated from their families. 
Cireult Judges, he said, were away from 
their families for long periods of time. 
The next move in the campaign against 
restricted visiting may be legal action 
against the Kent County Council, on the 
rounds that its restrictions are not 
paced under the National Assistance 
ct. 
Mr Lomas and Mr Mills were released 
on Tuesday when they agreed not to 
vial their wives outside the permitted 
1OUTS, 


Late news 


The circumstances in which 11 people 
were arrested during the Vietnam 
demonstrations in Manehester last 
Katurday (see page 9) were as follows: 
ah demonstrators decided to hold a 
public meeting in Albert Square, a 
traditional meeting place, after the site 
had bean refused te CND and the Uritish 
Council) for Peace in Vietnam by the 
Lord Mayor, the Town Clerk and the 
Chief Constable. CND were allocated 
instead a car park between warehouses 
end the railway, inaccessible to the 
Lael publie. 

eter Cadogan, invited by the North 
West Committee of 100, had been speak- 
ing to the crowd in Albert Square for 
about 10 minutes when an inspector 
asked him to stop. He refused and was 
arrested, whereupon a scuffle developed 
ag other demonstrators tried to prevent 
his belng taken away. Four more were 
arrested. 

A group went to protest at the police 
wtation and six were arrested. It ts 


claimed that a 16-year-old hoy, John 
Bennett, was beaten up by the police. 


in the middle of Maine’s potato fields 
that had never known much prosperity. 
But it did not mean disaster. The Pres- 
que Isle Industrial Council had a_ re- 
development plan ready before the base 
closed. The town decided to acquire 
every bit of the base property and Jand 
that could be put to use. 

It cost $56,000 for an “* industrial pack- 
age” - property that included six former 
missile buildings, three airplane hangers, 
a former missile control centre and five 
warehouses. 

Other property was given to the town for 
municipal use and a section of the land- 
ing facilities was taken over for use as a 
municipal and private airport. 

The alr hase buildings attracted industry, 
and Presque Isle now has a more stable 
and profitable economic climate than it 
did in [961 when it relied on the base 
and agriculture. 

The Aroostock Shoe Corporation, employ- 
ing 275 workers, mostly women, is in one 
former missile building. The Indian 
Head Plywood Corporation, manufactur- 
ing vencer, employs 200 workers and is 
housed in four missile buildings. 

In addition, a large farmers’ co-vperative 
has estahlished a dairy in a former power 


Centre for Socialist 
Education 


The newly formed Centre for Socialist 
Mducation is preparing a‘ read-in” on in. 
comes policy to be published in time for 
next year’s trade union conferences. At 
a meeting of the Centre’s steering com- 
mittee recently it was agreed to 
give this project priority. Preliminary 
schedules of work and lines of selection 
are being prepared for mid-December. 
Other projecis are under active con- 
sideration, One involves the creation of 
a “counter-plan” to that of the Depart- 
ment of Economie Affairs, making expli- 
cit a stratezy of structural anti-capitalist 
reforms and exposing the anti-democra- 
tic and technocratic basis of the George 
Brown model. This is seen not simply as 
an alternative ‘‘hlue-print,” but as a 
serious discussion of socialist priorities, 
especially that of workers’ cantrol. 

A further team is being assembled to 
explore work on corporate incomes, ex- 
posing the manoeuvres of corporations in 
the same way that Professor Titmuss has 
dealt with personal incomes in his In- 
come Distribution and Social Change. 
More information is belng sought on the 
nossibility of preparing an “ Anti-Devlin 
teport” an the docks and a publication 
on workers’ control in municipal public 
services. 

JL was reported to the committee that 
applications for membership of the cen- 
tre and enquiries about its work had 
been received from socialists in about 
thirty cities and towns throughout 
Brjtain. A series of conferences is being 
held to co-ordinate support and enable 
socialists to discuss the opportunities the 
centre present. Contact the centre at 19 
Greenfieid St, Dunkirk, Nottingham. 


plant; a weekly newspaper is printed in 
another building; and a wholesale 
grocery concern, which had considered 
feaving Presque Isle, is situated in one 
of the base warehouses. 

The former base motor poo} is occupied 
by the City Highway Department; a 
warehouse has been transformed into a 
municipal skating rink; a former main. 
tenance shop is used for school bus 
storage; 23 acres of land are utilised as 
the site for a new junior high school; 
and an 80 acre site has been set aside 
for the Northern Maine Vocational Tech- 
nical Institute. 


A correspondent writes: There is a 
poison gas research station on the north 
coast of Cornwall, Based on an old war- 
time airfield, the Nancekuke Establish. 
ment lies between Portreath and Porth- 
towan. The Committee of 100 pamphlet, 
Conspiracy of Silence, stated: 


© Britain's chemical and biological war- 
fare research is mainly carried out at 
Porton in Wiltshire. There is at least 
one other establishment in this coun- 
try so secret that it has never heen 


‘Insurance firms 
discriminate’ — CARD 


As part of their campaign to have the 
scope of the Race Relations Act ~ which 
bans discrimination in public places - 
extended to cover other fields, CARD is 
producing evidence of discrimination in 
the selection of applicants for jobs. 


According to a report in last Sunday's 
Observer by Colin McGlashan, a CARD 
group has heen writing two letters of 
application to Jeading insurance firms. 
One letter would mention that the 
applicant was a West Indian. 


Of the 20 firms, 11 showed “clear dis- 
crimination” in their replies by, for 
example, telling the West Indian appli- 
cant that there were no vacancies and 
affering the English applicant an inter- 
view. Three more ignored the West 
Indian applicant completely but replied 
to the other; four refused sboth; one said 
their office was moving fram London, 
Only one offered both applicants an 
interview. 


The Sunday Telegraph reports a new 
white racialist society, the Racial VPreser- 
vation Society. Claiming to be Christian, 
the society is said lo have the support of 
a bishop and 25 clergymen. Over 32,000 
people in Sussex have received a circular 
from the society asking, “Do you con- 
sider it wrong that the divine order 
should be changed by mixing the races? ” 
The chairman of the Sussex branch is a 
prominent ato Conservative. We 
thinks the Archbishop of Canterbury is 
- hit red, or a fine shade of pink, any- 
aw.” 


Industrial Council notes that: 


" Today, in comparison with 1961, 
actually have a labour shortage. 
are faced with potential new pian! 
hut lack the human resources "; 
operate them.” 


Last November, Secretary of Defettt 
Robert S. McNamara announced 
closing or curtailment of 95 mille 
installations in the United States ®., 


overseas. That makes 95 cominunill,, 
who could Jearn from the Presque *: 


sii 
A recent publication of the Presque Is! 
{ 
| 
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story. ‘ 
Another Porton in Cornwall? 


Many, 


; e: 
mentioned in Parhament or i Ni eee 
press.” 

Nancekuke may be it. if 
The establishment is right on the ot 
tops and extends back over the meat 
about two miles; there is a high bar's 
wire perimeter fence approximated 4 
miles by two miles in length; the ache. 
establishment is well away from ev , 
thing, right in the middle. val | 
After the war (he airfield was supper, : 
to revert back to being a public §Piy 
but in about 1952 the poison gas C45 
lishment was set up there. Two roe 
across the moors were closed and tf 
farms swallowed up. aft. 
The prevailing winds are south-east): 
- out to sea. Cliff paths are often clo 
when the wind is in this direction; a 1s / 
chimney is used to allow toxic gase? 
escape seaward. AG 
AN personnel have to carry gas- 
ineluding carpenters and plumbers. 8 
a four-year period on two occas 
poison gas has actually escaped an 


masks have had to be worn. / 
News inbrief | = 


A 7 
The Sndependent Labour TParty Me = 
— 


adopted Mr W. Ilanley as prospe™ 
parhamentary candidate for Leytab- 


rofl 
The Indo-Pakistan section of the ary 
mittee of 100 will hold a meetin’, il 
Tuesday, December 7, at 7.30 pM “pe; 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, to discus i 
Kashinir situation. roe" 
Lord Gardiner will read a message © ot") 
the Prime Minister at Amnesty 
national’s annual Duman Righté qr! 
ceremony on December 10. The “ynd 
bishop of Canterbury will speak. jd 
there will be readings from letter’ pe 
diaries of prisoners of conscien’®. a 
hour-long ceremony will be at 6 Vrogat 
Church House Assembly Hall lai” 
Smt Street, Westminster; adt™ ay. 
& Gd, f? tH n, 

Terry Scatt, jailed for refusing Pron hi, efus 
fine after the October Vietnam (igh Soskiog 


Se, 


strations, is now at JIM Prison, ~ Pte), . 

bury, Kent. 4 Pragares 
pee hea te by 
Publiahed by Peace Newa Ltd, § canta Nov? 

Read, Landon NJ. and printed in Orett  E# bye mb 
hy Goodwin Prous Ltd. 135 Forth es, By 
Lendon N.4 1 give’ 


Tickets free (sae please) from 
ny Christian Socialist Movement 
We Kingsway Hall W.C.2 
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Peace — How? 
When? 


1 Olive Gibbs (CND) 
Ron Huzzard (LPF) 
Max Parker (FOR) 
Donald Soper (CSM) 
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This man is now in prison because he refused to train in the armed 
forces and to Jearn to fight with the weapons of war which at best 
will never be used or at worst will destroy us all. 

Do you know that hundreds of men are at this moment in prison, 
all over the world? Not for committing murder or an act of violence; 
not for cheating or stealing, but because they refused to do any 
and all of these actions and have resisted conscription. They 
refused legalised murder. 

From behind prison bars, serving sentences that range from three 
months to 14 years, these young men challenge us to work for the 
creation of a society in which war cannot be tolerated. 

These men have courage. Long periods of their freedom and their 
right to live, give and learn are suffocated in prison because they 
wish to live and work, not kill and die, for the things we value. 
In saying NO to war as the accepted way of solving conflict, these 
men are saying yes to the right of ALL men to live 


WILL YOU USE YOUR FREEDOM? 


%e to work against the insane war policies that will bring the 
human race to self destruction 
% to ask of all countries recognition of the right of Conscien- 
tious Objectors to exemption from military service. 
Men in the U.S.A., Pakistan, Germany—East & West, Yugoslavia, 
Italy, Switzerland and France and other countries are in prison, or 
liable to go, today because they have refused to learn how to kill 
men, women and children. 


The War Resisters’ International, Lansbury House, 88 Park Avenue, Enfield, Mdx. (Tel.: LAB 3977) or 
The British Section, The Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1 (Tel: EUS 5501) 


